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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
APRIL 13, 2015
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2015-0201
903 SHOAL CLIFF COURT

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1923 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story rectangular-plan clipped side-gabled stuccoed frame house with a central,
partial-width clipped-front gabled independent porch on paired square wood posts; bands of
four windows on either side of the central entry.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built in 1923. The first owners and occupants were W.M.
Walter and Zola Splawn. Walter Splawn was a professor of economics at the University of
Texas, who had previously practiced law in Fort Worth. He joined the faculty of the
University of Texas in 1919, and was named president of the University in 1924, a position
he held until 1927, when he worked as a referee for the War Claims Commission, and
served as chair of the Board of Arbitration of Western Railroads. He moved to Washington,
D.C. in 1929, where he became the dean of the graduate school at American University.

In the early 1930s, he was special counsel to the Committee of Interstate and Foreign
Commerce of the House of Representatives, and his work inspired the Federal
Communications Act of 1934, the Truth in Securities Act, and Securities and Exchange Act,
and the Utility Holding Company Act. He was a member of the Interstate Commerce
Commission from the mid-1930s until 1953, and twice served as chair of the ICC.

In the late 1920s, the house was rented by Henrietta Drummond, a widow who had lived in
southern Arkansas, and moved to Childress County, Texas with her farmer husband. Her
daughter, Hattie Lorena Drummond, was the publicity director for the University of Texas
for many years, and was very active in the arts and cultural life of Austin, contributing
book and movie reviews to the Austin newspapers. Lorena Drummond lived in this house
with her mother, until she resigned her post in 1945, and moved to Carbondale, Illinois to
serve as the director of publicity for Southern Illinois Normal University.

Charles and Martha Zivley rented the house in the early- to mid-1930s while he was a
student at the University of Texas. He later went on to manage the Texas Union for many
years, and Martha Zivley had a long-time typing business located just north of campus.

From 1936 to 1963, the house was owned and occupied by Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield.
Clyde Littlefield, a native of Pennsylvania, but went to high school in Beaumont, Texas. He
was a star athlete at the University of Texas, then became a high school football coach in
Greenville, Texas. In 1920, he returned to the University of Texas as the head track coach,
and serve in that capacity until his retirement in 1961. He was one of the highest-regarded
track coaches in the nation, and his track teams won 25 Southwest Conference
championships during his tenure at UT. He founded the Texas Relays in 1925, and from
1927 to 1933, he also served as UT’s head football coach. He was inducted into the Texas
Sports Hall of Fame, the Longhorn Hall of Honor, and the National Track and Field Hall of
Fame. Nationally known for his contributions to college sports, Littlefield and his wife
lived in this house until 1963. This house has the longest association with Coach
Littlefield.
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STAFF COMMENTS

The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984) but without a
priority for research.

The Commission heard an application for the relocation of this house in 2008, and initiated
a historic zoning case. That case was withdrawn upon the applicant’s withdrawal of the
application for relocation.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Initiate the historic zoning case. This house has architectural merit as an excellent
example of a mid-1920s bungalow with clipped gables and an ornamented entry, as well as
its significant associations with Walter Splawn, a former president of the University of
Texas, and influential member of the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee,
and later of the Interstate Commerce Commission, who also helped draft such legislation as
the Securities and Exchange Act; and with Clyde Littlefield, a nationally-known sports
figure from the University of Texas.
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903 Shoal Cliff Court
ca. 1923

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
903 Shoal Cliff Court

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
December, 2007

1992 Alan H. Cowley, renter
Professor, University of Texas
NOTE: The directory indicates that Alan H. Cowley was a new resident at this

address.
1985-86 Dennis B. Bigbee, renter
Transportation department, AISD
1981 Steven R. Sively, renter
Student
1977 Deborah Cole, renter
Caretaker, State Cemetery
1975 Vacant
1973 Tim and Clare Price, renters

Artist
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NOTE: The directory indicates that Tim and Clare Price were new residents at
this address.

1969 Vacant

1968 Pearl Coffey, renter
No occupation listed

1964 Joseph and Nicole M. Dominque, renters
Freelance writer

1963 Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield, renters
Director, Texas Relays, University of Texas
NOTE: The directories of 1964, 1965, and 1967 show Clyde and Henrietta
Littlefield living at 3702 Edgemont Drive; he listed his occupation as retired.

1957 Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield, owners
Athletic coach, University of Texas

1954 Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owners)
Coach, University of Texas

1952 Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owners)
Clerk, Austin National Bank
Also listed is Clyde R. Littlefield, Jr., a student at the University of Texas.

1949 Clyde R. Littlefield (not listed as owner)
Head track coach, University of Texas
Also listed is Clyde R. Littlefield, Jr., a student at the University of Texas.
NOTE: Henrietta Littlefield is not listed in the directory.

1947 Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owner)
Athletic coach, University of Texas

1944-45 Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owners)
Coach, University of Texas

1942 Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owners)
Head coach, University of Texas

1940 Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield, owners
Assistant football coach, University of Texas

1937 Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield, owners
Athletic coach, University of Texas
NOTE: The house is listed as 903 W. 26 Y~ Street.

1935 Charles N. and Martha A. Zivley, renters
Manager, Texas Union, University of Texas
NOTE: The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ¥ Street.
NOTE: Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield are listed as living at 219 Archway; he
listed his occupation as a coach at the University of Texas.

1932-33 Charles N. and Martha A. Zivley, renters



1930-31

1929

1927

1924

1922
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Student, University of Texas

NOTE: The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ¥ Street.

NOTE: Hattie M. Drummond is listed as the widow of J.Z. Drummond; she lived
at 2210 Tom Green Street with her daughter, Lorena, the assistant director of
publicity for the University of Texas.

Hattie Drummond, owner

Widow, J. Zach Drummond

Assistant to the Director of Publicity, University of Texas
NOTE: The house is listed as 903 W. 26 Y% Street.

Hattie Drummond, owner

Widow, J. Zach Drummond

No occupation listed

NOTE: The house is listed as 903 W. 26 % Street.

Mrs. Mary F. Barrett, renter

Widow, C.E. Barrett

No occupation listed

NOTE: The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ¥ Street.

NOTE: Hattie Drummond is listed as living at 2409 San Antonio Street; she did
not list an occupation.

NOTE: Walter M.W. and Zola Splawn are listed at 216 W. 27" Street; he was the
president of the University of Texas.

W.M. Walter and Zola Splawn, owners

Professor of Economics, University of Texas, and Member, Railroad Commission
of Texas.

NOTE: The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ¥z Street.

Address not listed
NOTE: W.M. Walter and Zola Splawn are listed as living at 2511 Wichita Street;
he listed his occupation as a Professor of Economics, University of Texas.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Walter and Zola Splawn (ca. 1923 — ca. 1925)

W.M.W. and Z.S. Splawn are listed in the 1920 U.S. Census at 2511 Wichita Street, a house
they rented. W.M.W. Splawn was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a teacher at the
University of Texas . Z.S. Splawn was 33, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation
listed. They had 2 daughters, Z.S., 6; and M.M., 2.

Zola L. Splawn is listed in both the 1930 and 1940 U.S. Censuses as a patient in St. Elizabeth’s
Hospital in Washington, DC. The 1940 U.S. Census shows her to have been 54 and born in
Texas. She died in 1964 and is buried in Lincoln, Loudoun County, Virginia.
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DR, SPLAWN SPEAKS
ON LABOR TOPIC AT .
~ KIWANIS LUNGHEON

University Pruf_essﬁr Declares
. Use of Power-Driven Machin-
ery Has Complicated Problem.

— s ——

¥
k'

Collective bargnlning, use of the
boyeott, organizeiion of tabor und alms
jof organized crafts were discussed ab

the lunchopn of Austin Kiwanjs Club !

 Monday noon at the Driskill Hotel by
. W, M. W, Splawn, professor of
coatomics and  aoclolegy ot tbe Uni-
veraity of Toexas, Dr sSplawn s con-
gidored an puthorlity on the Inbar guoes-
thon, ity he hag speclalizoed in study on
this tople for o number of yehws and
‘i3 conversunt with the chtire situation,

Twr. Splawn wusg Intvoduced by Dr.
Frederie Eby, dean of the University
summer school, who stressed the need
of Amerienns thinklng stralght on the
quegtien of labor and the intevests of
the orafts,

aitpation in the realmsa of lober us
belng due Lo the use of power-driven
mochinery, which has resulted In w
great concentrptlon of werkers nand
establishment of imperstnal reloatlons
between smpléyer and employe. In

large working organizalions, capltal
hus been reguired to flnance projects
and & board of dircctors appeinted o
sepervise the operntlons

| Anether aspeet in connection with
the Jlabor mwvemeént in thls country
Imcnlinnt:r.] by Lir. Bplawn iz the wenl-
enlng of bargaining power of the work-
men, In earlier days, when workmen
enjoyed more personal relations with
employers, the empluoye could malte use
of his right 1o bargain for his service,
In the comploxity of the modern in-l
dustrlal orgonigation, it muolees lttle,
difference in the operailon of a plant
or an Industry whether one workman
f# mlesing from bis poest, Dro Splawn
declrod.

Dr, dHpkown disgnosed the pmsent'

oriler to carry on the work of theae ]

- . ome e ws EE G
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ke Fiwrinlaas.

Anothier phase of the labor situation |y
that i% Iuleresting to observe is the
trend of modern machinery toward in- by
securlyy of the workman in his ‘murl:.l
Some new invention may be placed on b
the market which will change the!
status of o groap of workmen instant-
Iy, Dr. Spiawn pointed out. He cited |
an ineldent in the miners’ strilke g
which be staled that milne prnmmerﬂ_
have developed n surplus  of  mine
workers, with the result that thore wre
now more miners than jobs,

“In orider to protect themuelves, the
wape coMers hive turned o organd-
zation,” D, #plawn asserted, “Organ-
jzed lnbor s of recent ovigin and 100
yvours o nolrhmz was heard vl o
union of the workivg poople”

Dr. Splawn then trrced the history
of labor organization, glving o detalled
pecount of its rise and fall i power
In 1837 o again in 1EGD, until fn 188G ;.
it becathe o porent organiznilon of the .-
workmen by s affilintion with the
Amerlean  Federation of Labor. At
present there are In this country ap-
proximately 4000000 men  earniyving
yninn eards and theie strength has
improgsed oven  unlon” leaders, I,
splawn nsserlel.

Tiiversity of structure and dlversity
of purpose make 1t diffioult to annlyze
Ll wtions, acecording to e speaker.
In point of structure, D Xpluown =
vidod lithor unions Into crafts, cor-
pound  crafts, indosteinl unipns  and
Inbar unions,  In some places whoerse
there nre oot - sufficient workmen to
form  individual unlonz or crafts, on
prganizer of the Amerlcan Federation
of Labor szigms the workmen up oy
memilers of the Tederation, and these !
pasy thoir ducs and obligations direct
te headguarters, Dr. Splawn remtnded |
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{inssified as o program. the npenizer ) ‘
gtntled (here are economic anione, who '
stand fov fmprovement  of  working
comtitiong and cspecially shorter wnrﬂ:—il
g hours for workmen; the fdenlintic l
{uroup of organizations, which strive;
for pensions, hetter schools  and)
homoes: the geelnlistic group, which Ilil
opposed Lo compelition and nwnbrsh!pl
of private property; the prodatory ur !
“holdup group, drunk with power,” unﬂi
the Yguerilin graup., which strikes on
{hie Job, such as the well known I W, ' f
W, orgunlantion” Speaking of the c
mtter group, Dro Splawn added that J
{Uthese men ave always  throwing ol
monkey wreneh  dute the machinery "7
and disturbing lndusirinl and evenomie i ]
progress”  Ile told the Kiwaninns that
fipures  complled by hor  buaronuos
ghow there are 20000060 men In thils | J
counlry pasocinted with 1his "[.:unrillni.u
o, besides thelr sympathinzers. 1

T, . Bplawn  declired  the  eralt
urtion was the dominating labor fietor, I
and In poinl o program the business 32
unlon held the forefront.  The mem - |
Gors of the business ubion, T g, !
pesime L s alwads o gonfhict Le- |
tween omplove and employoer and alse
thet tho Largatoing power of the worli-
g onght to be sirengthened,

1. Splawn dwell on other problems g
eonnected with the labor movement In ]
this counlry, nmt his talis wng given s
wnedivlde] atlentlon by the Kiwanbins )
beeaue of “the imeliness of the Buk- T
JezL. 11

Treling Graves roported the rum:nlh
petition circuinted among the varlous |
civle  eiubs  requesting  the  charter g
commission to plve the poople an op- | J
poriunity (o vole on the eily manager
plun had npot been pevsented o thi
comntission, bug wonld be after other
questions  now  Being considered by
ihat body Junl Loen disposed of,

W L Tindeer, chnirman of the eoun-:
ty free Ulbrary subcommiitos iteiniled |
thir progress of the works G Uatls G
and assured the Kiwanlans that llu'-”
coumpaken for a county library o serve
e entlee county  would De slirted
within the next several months, Tho
subcommities, he sald, will reconmnend
that. the Hhrary be mwadte o counly
proposition,. bectuse I will be easior .
o finpnee e with the co-operation be-»
toreen the eity and county.  ‘Fhore nra 7t
slxly white schools, with 4410 students,
In Travig county. who will be nbie tuil‘
avail (hemselves of Hbreey privileges
i the movemenl is succcssful, DBiv.
Hadgse atated. ) .

alieg Corolie Gregory sang “Hauwnt |-
of the Whichos” and "Cheery Hong”
accompanied atl the pinno by her moith=
er, Mra, Bl B. Gregory.

[ e i ———

Austin Statésman, July 24, 1922
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_ Dr. Walter Splnvn, ‘member uf tha Texu Rli‘.lmul Gn 1 ‘
is the next president of the University of ‘Texas.-~His unanime
election by the Board of Regents of the. Universlt‘vau announced
Saturday by Dr. Joseph S. Wooten and H. A roe, member of ‘thy
board,.wha were authorized to notify Dr. Splﬂm. R

The two board members waited on Dr, Splawn. in’ hh office the
up:tnl at 3:30 o'clock and a few minuus llter Dr. Spturn-'-
hm acceptance, @ "

The pmldency.mhich has hq_zn :hunte. L abo
' nt ‘prospective; candiddges for. several Wﬁ'n.
three persons within the last ﬁm llt
fifled by a native Texans o050 T



* "D, Herbert, Eunn-n,n;t,n “,f‘f_
| ot history_ fn.. A

would utcept the {.With TT I
awaited for several wuku. Jmhr 'iﬂl :
Mr. Wroe and Dr. Wootén that he hed ' !
decided 1o remaln with the 'I.ll:ll'l"ii'lit?

of Californin and -had - declined
| ofter. . Previous 10 the selection of Dr
Baolton, both Governor Pat M. Neff. l.nﬂ o

Dr. ‘Quy Stanton: Ford ‘of the: Univers.
alty of Minnesota hod been offered the
ﬂmltiun. and both had 4 x

Dr. Eplnwn was unlnlmnrullr tm <
n.t n mesting ' of "the bodrd’ ‘earlyin
June, when it.hecame .n.'pp-.rm thltw--
Dr. Bolton probably would.: decling,
| Bince many members of the Board exs=’ 3
.| pected to be out of tht atate, some of.
them in Europe during the mmmur 1k f
wos thought best to elect some one At g
‘| that time, so the board would not have
to -be culled together. during the sum=_
mer in the. mant Dn Boltnn hhoﬂlil g
decline. .

Dr.: lenwn woe a: mndihln for m i
| election to mucceed himaelf as & mem= ;
ber of the state raliroad  commission £
without opposition,  His nams is on
the official-ballot and he stated Batus- v
day he elected to confer with the state |
.| executive committee to datormln- hﬂ' !
it shall be removed. | . .:- ey

Austin Statesman'JuI)'/ 6 -1924 o
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SPLAWN'S SELECTION
'MAY STIR NEW STORM _

]

'AMONG EX-STUDENTS

Texas University will lose the quarter mi“,lﬂn dollam in graduau T

research scholarships, pledged by

Will C. Hogg of Houston, when

Dr. Walter Splawn ascends to the presidency of Texas University, 1t

was learned Saturday night from reliable authority,

was made with the sole provision

‘Mr. Hogg's offer
that the new pres:dent of Vnmty

be free from the “taint’ of pohnca : T .

It is known that Dr. Bpin.wn is not ™

neceptuble te the group of Texas Uni-
versity ex-students, which 8o bitterly
attacked thoe vegents following the
election of Qouvernor Pat
prosident of Texas Uklversity, Dr.
Splawn's holding of 1 political office
nt the time of his election to the
presidency of Texas LUniversity; his
clome persontl friendship for Governor
Neffs and the fact that Dr. Splawn
was an nphointee of Governor Neff's

to the Texas raliroad commission are.

factors that will combine to make Dr.
Splawn unicesptable to o large num-
ber of the ex-students, nucmdlns tﬂ
The Stotesmman's informant. ;
Indieations wers Saturday thot um
long drawn-out wrangle over the V

sity presldency was not at an end.

There wns talk in certuin quarters
that Dr. Splawn's election waa not
vulld, because the appointment of a

number of the members of the hunrd
of regents had not been confirmed by
the Texas senate, This r8port, how-
over, la obviously without foundation,
since the senate has not an opuortunity
to confirm the appointment of several
regents, named since the last session

of Ve menate,

Neff pe

Friends of Dr. Eplawn—and he has
hundreds among the Texas Unlversity:
fuculty, and students, .state officlale, -
and Austin townopeople—polnt out .
that the regents c.muld not have chosed
more wieely. Dr. - Splawn ls not: l;
politicion, they say: but & school man
by tralning, dervice and prd-um
who fhas won national ‘recognition 'in'.
his chosen feld, economics and HDE-
clally In railway economlem.
SBaturdny night it was evident thﬂ.t
Dr. Splawn's election had met with
generel favor among Austin 'nlldmtl." ke
though it was Impossible to gauge the I
reaction of the Taxn.u Univﬂlit‘f I'm'.'-

ulty.
prominent- Hm.lltun

i, Mot prominen B
us of the Univ g )

rajsing of $250,000 nldul.h 3 5 0) ":_._’
search fellowships whun Dr: Herbert-
H. Bolton of the University of Calis ...
fornin visited Austin several . weeks i
ago, to confer with 'Texas University. :
regenul concerning - his =~ (Holtan's).
tance of the Varsity puqldqncy }.e‘

& announcement ‘of Dr. Eplﬁm‘t

electlon was made Saturday, follow-

ing the rmlpt of Dr, Boltba's: nhﬂl
i to accapt the pﬂllllllt‘l ﬂﬂl SR, :,_,mjl

=t

Austin Statesman July 6, 1924
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Farm Boy to College President

BY J. B. TIDWELL, M. A, L. LD,
BAYLOR UNIVERSBITY

THE formal inauguration
of Dr. Walter Marshall
William Splawn as president
of the University of Texas
which is taking place at
Austin  tomorrow, is an
event of much importance to
the pecople of Texas and in.
deed to all everywhere who
are concerned for the de-
velopment  of the young
people of our country. Such
an occasion should become an
inspiration to the young men
and younpg women of our
state and should give to all of
our citizens a ncw sense of
the importance and ef the
value of education.
In this case therc is added
interest because of the fact
that Dr. Splawn is a  native
Texan and  because of his
youth at the time of his as-
cension to this high office.
He was born  at  Arlington,
Texas on the interurban route
between Fort Worth  and
Dallas June 16, 1883 and be-
_gan his work as president of
the university which now has
an enrollment of more than
seven thousand  students in
summer of 1924 when he was
but a little beyond forty-one
years of age, A
PRI
THE rise of Dr. Splawn has
been phenominal. He was
reared on the farm in Wise
county, Texas, and knew the
hardships of the average
Texas boy, living in the coun-
try somc twenty miles from
the railroad. His school ad-
vantages were not at all good.
But hc was ambitious and
tnok advantage of every op-
portunity- and befere he was
cightcen had completed the
course in a so-called, but
poor, high school, about five
miics from his home,
In 1901 he entcred De-
catur Baptist college, a junior

\-1 college, located at Deeatur,

Texas. was  poorly
equipped nnd found it neces-
sary to go over some of the
ground he had already cover-
ed. But he was not the sort
to back down and during the

. first summer vacation period

he reviewed his two and a
half years Latin course and
came back in the fall the best,

instead of the poorest, mem-
ber of the class. .

From that time forward his
career, while most varied, has
been constantly upward. In
1902 he graduated from De-
catur ceollege with highest
honors and in 1900 alter two
years work- he received his
B. A. degree from Baylor uni-

versity, also receiving honor-
able mention for the high
character of bis work. His
other college preparation came
in regular order, B. A, Yale
college 1908, M. A, in Social
Sciences Yale university 1914,
Ph. D. in Transportation Chi-
capo university 1921,

-zt:ramr;m_
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OR.is Dr. Splawn inex=

perienced in the manage-
ment of school affairs. In
years 1906-07 and 1908.09 he
was instructer in English in
Decatur college and proved
an able teacher; in 1909-10 he
was instructor in Latin in the
Fort Worth high scheol; in-
structor in social sciences
Baylor College for Women
1910-1912; professor of Social
Sciences summer school 1919,
In all this work he demon-
strated his ability both as a
teacher and as an administra-
tor, He made a study of edu-
cational standards and as
dean did much to elevate
Baylar college to her present
high standing 8s a college of
the first class,

. « o e
URING his connection
with Baylor college Dr.
Splawn met and marricc Miss
Lola Lay, then a teacher
there. Mrs. Splawn is a
woman of fine culture, being
a graduate of both Baylor
college and Baylor university,
and Dr. Splawn attributes
much of his recent success to
the enccuragement and  in-
spiration that has come to
him from the sacrifices she
has made in his interests and
from the boundless cunfi-
dence she has imposed in his

ability to succced.

Dr. Splawn’s connection
with the State University be-
gan in 1919 when he became
adjunct professor of econom-
ics, a position which he occu-
pied one year. In 1920 he be-
came professor of economics,
a position which he held until -
his election to the presidency
in the summer of 1924. He
was, however, on a lcave of
absence for a litle more than
a year prior to his assimption
of the duties of president.
These years have given him
an intimate acquaintance with
the life of the university.

Austin American-Statesman, July 8, 1924

Splawn Blames Parents and Teachers
- for Poor College Students

-

ers Inetitute Tueaday morning In#
the auditorjum of the unlveraity,

Tenchers of Texas were called upon to cheek the strenm of high school
studenis entering the colleges and universities of Texas handicapped
becavse of Inck of nceurnte and thorough knowledge of sublecia taken In
the common schools by Dr. Walter Splawn, president of the Unlversity of
Texns, In an nddress to the tenchers attending the Central Texns Teach-




Students Fail.

Dr. Spinwn chaorged that fena of
| thovsanda of schon] chlldren are
permitied to Yslide through” school
from grode to grande and are then
hunded diplomas of granduation by
princlpals and superintendenta who
know that the students nre  not
prepared to  enter college. ‘The
spenker declared that these mtu-
dents enter Instltutlons of higher
learnlng handleapped and lose out
in the competition with thosa who
are prepared at the end of the firat
yonr, Rienee the tnek of sifting the
poor studenta from the good ha#
been shifted from the achocls e
the colleges.

‘ -+ »

Dr, Splnwn stated that this prac- |.

tice la embarrasaing to the studenta

i themselves because It causen  them
o nsmnme an atiltude of carelesa-
| neas ‘nnd that Aoceess does naot das-
rend on dillgent applieation but on
chance, rond luck and sheer bluff,
Tho toacher, he =xald, Im llkewlas
ermbmrrnnaed because often the
beat tencher In a schoo! Is “Cirad”
bepause she  inslsts on  eludents
lenrning coursas nccurately and
thoreughly before promoting them
and thus ineurs the hoetility of the
cnmmunity. -

+  * -+
State Examinations. .

Dr. S8plawn suggosted ns o remed ¢
for this alleged condition in  the
Texns schools the creation of n =tats
benrd  of examiners te conduct
examinetions: nnd , grode pnpers in
the publie schools: This would glve
tha teachers npopportunity to ap-
pear In a friendly role to the stu-
dentx and to thu patrona of the
community. -

Austin Statesman, September 14, 1926
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DINNER FETES
DR. SPLAWN
TONIGHT

Dr. W. M. W. Splawn, former
president of the Universlity of
Texaz ond now & member of the
Interstate Commerce Commisslon,
wnil his  two daughlers, Aisses
Mary and Zola Splawn, hove besn
named honor guests for s dinner
Thursday evening wath D, H. Y,
Benedict, Dr, Spiawh 8 successor In
the wnilversily presidency, and Mrs,
Benedict enleriaining,

The dinner will be an informal
one in the Enpglish room of the
Texnz Unlon immediately before
Dr, Splawn's locture al 8 p. m. in
the open alr theater on the cams-
pus,

A small group of campus frlends
of the three honor pguests have
been Included in the dinner list

The courlesy will permit close
friends 1o welcome the Splawns
after their yesrs In Washington,
D, C. They are fo arrive during
the afternoon.

Dr, Splawn was presldent of the
university from 193 to 1027, when
he resigned to beeome chairman of
the board of arbitration of western
rallronds and groups of employes,
He continued his connection with
the university, however, as director
of research In soclzl selence. Then
he beeare denn of the gradunie
school of the American unfversity|
in Washington, D, €. and subse-
quently a man:he: u-[ the 1L.C.C,

Austin Statesman, August 20, 1936

ExUT President, Splawn Approaches
Third Term on Commerce Commission

By ELIZABETH CARPENTER .
The Staterman Washington Btafl
WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 15—
One of the three living ex-presi-
denis of the University of Tecxas—
Dr. Walter Marshall William




I1Splawn—will begin his third
seven-year term on the Interstate
Commerce Commission very short-

ly. |

President Truman sent Dr,
Splawn’s name to the Senate Wed-
nesday and confirmation is expecied
soon.

The 64-year-old Texan—who has
been totally blind for about 13
years—was president of the Uni-
versily between 1924 and 1927. He

still I« interesied in ex-student ac-
tivities and is always seated at the
head table of the March 2 dinner
In Washington, .

As a member of the ICC, it is
Dr. Splawn’s job to listen to hours
of testimony about the wvarious
modes of transportation and their
rates and services. .

Visitors to an ICC hearing sece
Dr. Splawn sitting with his 10 fel-
low commissioners, his face raised
and his eyes trained straight ahead.
He wears no dark glasses zo his
blindness i{s not noticeable except

that his eyes never move to glance
about the room,

“You don't become distracted ls-
lening to long testimony, as you
might i yon were able to see,” Dr.!
Bplawn says, pointing out an ad-
vantage to his handicap. . I
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Dr. Splawn has whetted his
memory go that the lack of notes
during the long meetings in which
a decision is made does not make
it imposs=ible for him to be an ac-
tive participant.

Chairman of the ICC’s legislative
commitiee, Splawn has a close
working relationship with con-
gressmen—particularly those from
Texas who generally seck his ad-
vice before they vote on JCC mat-
ters, such as the Bulwinkle rail-
road bill.

* Under the retation plan of ICC
chairmanships, Splawn was chair-
man of the commission fn 1938, He
also serves on the important rate
division.

..Splawn came to Washington In
1927 when he resigned his presi-
dency at the University. Here, he
was referce in the office of war
claims arbiter and dean of the
Graduate School and director: of
political science at American Uni-
versity. .

In 1930, he joined the Honse of
Represeniatives committee on in-
terstate and fora'gn commerce as a
special counsel,

D.4-17



He later held this capacity when
Representative Sam Rayburn of
Bonham became chairman, and was
active during Inquiries into holding
companies in the early New Deal
days. Splawn al=o served as a spe-
cial counszel to the Federal Power
Commission,

The Texan was then nppuinled an
ICC commissioner, and has written
numerous papers on railroad con-
solidation, government owaership,
and operation of railroads.

A native of Arlington, he has
lived in both Fort Worth and Aus-
tin. He still owns a farm half-way
between Fort Worth and Wichita
Falls.

Splawn started his education at
Baylor University and went to Yale
University for his bachelor's and
master's degrees. At Yale, he took
a course in transportation—one of
the earliest offered in a college—
and declded to make ft his life's
work. He went to the University
of Chicago for his PhD, writing his
doctorate on the Texas Railroad
Commission,

When he returneds be joined the
facully of the Universily as a pro-
fessor of iransporiation. In 1923,
he was appointed to fill the unex-
pired term of a vacancy on the
Texas Rallroad Commission. The
next year, he was a candldale for
a full term and was elecied,

He left the commission to be-
come president of the University
between 1923 and 1927 when he re-
signed to come m‘Washlngtnn._
| Today, Splawn is one of three
"living UT ex-presidents, The other
Itwn are Dr. Homer Price Rainey,
‘president of Stephens College in
Missouri, and Dr. William J. Bat-
tle, former acting president who is
a professor of .classical languages
at the University.

. .

Austin Statesman, January 14, 1948

IN MEMORIAM
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WALTER MARSHALL WILLIAM SPLAWN

Walter Marshall William Splawn, retired president and professor of economics, died
on January 17, 1963. He was 79.

President Splawn was born on June 16, 1883, in Arlington, Texas. He earned a
bachelor's degree from Baylor University in 1906. He received bachelor's and
master's degees from Yale University in 1908 and 1914, respectively. He was
awarded a PhD from the University of Chicago in 1921.

President Splawn was admitted to the bar and practiced law in Fort Worth. He joined
the faculty of The University of Texas at Austin in 1919 and was named president of
the University in 1924. During his three-year tenure as president, he ensured the
success of the graduate school by acquiring a legislative appropriation of $50,000
for graduate professorships.

In 1927, after leaving the presidency of UT Austin, President Splawn served as a
referee on the War Claims Commission. He also served as chairman of the Board of
Arbitration of Western Railroads and Group of Employees in 1927 and settled
disputes under the War Claims Act, 1928-30. President Splawn was dean of the
graduate school of American University from 1929 to 1934.

President Splawn was special counsel to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce of the House of Representatives during the early 1930s. His work on the
communications, railroad, and security industries was instrumental to passage of
regulatory statutes and the Federal Communications Act of 1934. From 1934 to
1953 President Splawn was a member of the Interstate Commerce Commission. He
also served as chairman of the commission for a number of years.

President Splawn was the author of numerous studies on economics and public
utility regulation, including Consolidation of Railroads, Government Ownership and
Operation of Railroads, and Regulation of Stock Ownership in Railroads.

<signed>

John R. Durbin, Secretary
The General Faculty



D.4-20

Dr. Splawn
| Passes In ~ |5
Washington :

WASHINGTON, D. C, —Dr, W.

M. W. Splawn, president of The|™
University of Texas from 1924 until
1927, died here Thursday morn-
ing aller a long Hiness.

From 1934 until June, 1953, he
wns A member of the Interstate
Commerce Commission in Wash-
inglon, and served twice as chair-
man of the ICC, in 1938 and In
1951,

Dr. Splawn returned io The Uni-
versity of Texas in 1955, at the

request of Dr. Logan Wilson, o
record his recolleetions of his ad-

ministration as president of the
University to_go into a history of
T,

.| He was born in Arilngion, Tex-

as, and educated at Decalur Bap-
"1tist -College, Baylor University,
Yale Universily and the Univer-
=ity of Chicago,

A social scicnce professor at
Baylor carly in hls carcer, Dr.
Splawn also practiced law in Fort
Worth before going to 'The Univer-
sity of Texas as an economics
professor in 1919, He took leave ol
tthsence from the Unlversity toje

serve on the Texas Railroad Com-f)
mission for a fime. i

f= -

Rl
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Austin Statesman, 'January 17, 1963



Splawn
Rites Set
In Virginia

WASHINGTON, D. C. (AP) —
Funeral services for Dr. Walter
M. W, Splawn, a Texan who was
chairman of the Interstate Com.
merce Commission for years, will
be held Sunday at Purcellville,

Va.
Burial will be at Lincoln, Va,

Dr. Splawn died Thursday at
his home jn Washington after a
long llness.

He also was a onelime prosldent
of the University of Texus, a law-
yer recognized as an expert on
raliroad law, an cconomist and
author,

He leaves iwo daughiers, Mrs.
Joe H, Munster and Mrs, Thomas
E. Taylor, both of Lincoln, Va.
Splawn was a native of Arling-
ton, Texas, He tock a degree
from Decotur Baptist College in
1504 and Baylor University in 1906,
subsequently dolng graduale work
at Yale and the University of Chi-
eapo.
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N
He joined the Universily of Tex-
as faculty in 1919, became presi
dent In 1924 and served in that
capacity for three years.

Splawn was appoinled lo ihe
ICC in 199 and retired as ils
chairman In 197, Then, despite
blindness, he returned for a time
to teach at Decalur Bapust Col-
legoe.
State laws which he formulated
ns a member of the Texas Rail-
road Commission served a3 a
mode]l for the federal railroad

o L el

As o consultant to the House
“|interstale commuree commiltee in
the early 19303, he was largely
responsible for the drafting of the
Railroad Holding Company Act,
the Truth in Securitles Act, the
Sceuritles and Exchange Aet, the
Utility Holding Company Act and

h
k

0l All of these were initiated dur-

7| 1IIe was a close [riend of the late|]
ilspenker Sam Raybnm who, ns
chairmon of the Interstale Com-|s
Wl merce Committee, sponsored the
*|regulatory legislation on which|r
| Splawn worked.
E{ During the Ilnle 1920s, Splawn|t
tL.\served s chalrmon of the West-
ern Rajlrond Board of Arbitra-
tion and reforee of the War Claims
Settlement Act,
st-| His books include “Introdiiction
:al| to the Study of Economics," ''Gov-
he{ernment Ownership and Opera-
{lon of RMallroads"” and *“Consoli-
rs-|dation of Rallroads."

Austin Statesman, January 18, 1963

=)

]

reorpanization laws of 1922, =

the Federal Communications Act.|-
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Walter M. W. Splawn

Though plagued by blindness, which
some ycars ago had become complete,
Walter M, W. Splawn rose above his in-
{irmity and continued to function bril-
liantly in his field of public service,
among which was service as president
of the University of Texas 1924-27, and
as a longlime member and chairman of
the Interstate Commerce Commission.

Splawn also had served as a member
of the Texas Railroad Commission and
wrote regulatory laws which were a pat.
tern for later federal railroad legisla-
tion.

In the carly 1930s, Splawn was con-
sultant to the US House Commilitee on
Interstate Commerce, and helped that
committee's then chairman, the lale
Representative Sam Rayburn, draw up
such greal reform legislation as the
Utility Holding Company act.

FEven then, Splawn was so necarly
blind that documents had o be read to
him. He had developed an almost photo-
graphic memory and was able to refer
to them almost word for word, as well
as recall the testimony toking place at
the committee’s hearings.

Splawn twice was chairman of the ICC
before he retired from it in 1957. He
had beeome completely blind, but nothe-
less took and filled a college teaching
post, He was one of Texas' most no.
table eitizens,

Austin_Statesman, January 29, 1963

Hattie Drummond (ca. 1928 — ca. 1932)

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Hattie Drummond as the owner of this house (listed as 903 W. 26
% Street), which was worth $3,500. She was a 63-year old Arkansas-born widow who was
listed as a homemaker. With her lived her daughter, Hattie, 22, who had been born in Texas,
and was an assistant publicity director at the University of Texas. The Drummonds had a live-in
maid, Annie Huebner, 22, who had been born in Texas.

The 1900 U.S. Census shows James Z. and Hattie M. Drummond on a farm they owned in
Bradley County, Arkansas. They had 4 children listed: James P, 12; Maggie M., 11; Grady, 9;
and Carl, 8. The 1910 U.S. Census shows Hattie L. Drummond as the wife of James Z.
Drummond of Childress County, Texas. James Z. Drummond was a 56-year old Arkansas-born
farmer who owned his own farm. Hattie Drummond was 43 and had no occupation listed. The
Drummonds had 5 children: James P., 22, a farmer on the home farm; Maggie, 20; Grady, 19, a

farmer on the home farm; Carl, 18; and Lorena, 2. All the children except Lorena had been born



D.4-24

in Arkansas; Lorena had been born in Texas. By the time of the 1920 U.S. Census, Hattie
Drummond was a widow, still living in Childress County. With her lived her daughter, Lorena,
then 12. Neither had an occupation listed.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Hattie and Hattie L[orena]. Drummond renting the house at 2616
Speedway in Austin. Hattie the mother had no occupation listed. Hattie Lorena Drummond was
the publicity director for the University of Texas. They had a lodger, Hayton Weigand, 34, a
Texas-born power plant operator at the University of Texas. He had lived in Fayette County,
Texas in 1935.

L pr— = ‘
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Peeping at New Books
Through The University of Texas Literary Knot-Hole '
. By LORENA DRUMMOND
o e - -

-

k]
‘A SCEPTIC-CRUSADER

THE VIRTUQOUS RNIGHT starta
out a3 o philosophical tale, then
turns Into o good yarn about peopla

whom we have met beforsa in

romantle novels but whoe appear
here " [r a differént lght., Martin,
the young Earl of Elcester, {s en-

“dowed with an Inguirlng mind, As

g child he has wondered why the
Romans hove been abla to bulld &
rond atraight to the sen while God
bas. hod to Usa .80 MANLY UNDeces=
pary curves in sending & river to
the same place. His grandfather
mnd hisa preceptor, however, aucceed

to4n lnculeating in Martln & love - of

duty end: a fear of hell-fire that

- wery ‘effectively sllence his  implsh
questionlng, He ‘takes the . cross
and sets out: for Palestine In the.

army of Richard the Lion-hearted.
Fvren the bishop's argpuments - for

ths crusade causs only a vagus de-,

presalon, =o thorpugh a conformist

" lia# he become. After years of lolt-

orfing and philandering, Richard
roaches Acre, Dartin 18- wounded
iu & nonp too  glamorous  battle.
AWhilea convaleseing he learns Arn-
ble" and makes the scquiintance of
the Rubajyat Omara hedonism
lays the ghost of daty but Martin's
gift for conforming serves him In

. good stead when ha is captured by
‘-the Barncens, As ths slave of a

peity sultan he all but embraces
Atghammedanism and his tact la re-
wvarded by the gift of his frecdom,
and emirship, a palace, nlps beau-
tiful slave-giris, and the hand of
the sultan'a daughter. But Mar-

tin |z fncurably romantie. TWhila
still = sleve he hes rallen in  love
with a Christian glrl who haa
been hought for the aultan's harem.
o contrlves, when he ls freéd, to
grin the girl for his own sinve, He
thercupon.offers her his heart and
hand. The girl refuses the love of
an Apostate, So Martin gives up
emirship, palace, siave-girls, and
sultan's daughter to accompany tha
inconveniently plous girl back to
Christendom.

THE VIRTUOUS KNIGHT I
well written and splced with de-
Hghtful lrony. Mr. Sherwood usea
the old but always amusing device
of eriticizing ¢ his . contemporarics
whila ostensibly depleting n remoto
age. His method ls lusirated In
the followlng recrultlog speech of
tha blshop:
~ "Who ls"lt who meizod and da-
filed the True Cross? The Infldel!
Who l8 it who has cutraged Chris-
tian women mnd commlitted them
to Mvea of shame In vile sernglios
and made eunchs of Christlan men?
The Infldel! Who {8 It who even
now [s arminog himself to eonguer
the Christian world, ‘to invads our
fadr Christian lande, to destroy our
homes, to butcher our .children, to
roduce to slavery or put to crued
death all those who worahip our
father'a God? The Infldal! 1 warn
you, my frlends, we may deem
ourgelves mecure In  thia distant
realmm of Englnnd. We may bellava,
In our felly, thaot the sea protects
us from our pagan foes. But God
Is prepared to punish us for our
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‘falsa amugness If wa fall to do His
bidding. He will eause the sea to
part, even as He did for the chil-
dron of [srael. He will allow the
brown beast of [slam to rench our
shores nnd to visit on us the sword
of vongeancs, He will dellver up
olif men to torture, our Wwives and
gisters npnd daughters to whoredom,
our children to slavery,”

This speech of -the Blshop's Is a
little too obviously modeled on
much more recent apeeches but it
contains .a modlecum of listorleal
trutly that makes [t telllng erlti-
clsm. Whether you read Tha Vir-
tuous Knlght for the satire or for
the atery you wiil flnd it enter-
talnlng.~—By K. W, -

The Virtuous Knight, by Robert
Emmet Sherwood, Charles Scrib-
ner's Sons, $2.60, . .

Austin American-Statesman, November 8, 1931




Acting Head Of
Publicity Office
At UT Resigns

Lorena Drummond

Says U'niversiiy Too
Involved in Politics

“The University of Texas Is now
caught in a web of political ma-
chination from which [ do not be-
lieve it can be extracted from for
six to 10 years” =aid Miss Lorena
Drummond Saturday as she an-
nounced her resignation effective
Aug. 25 ps acting director of the
universily's public relalions office.

Miss Drummond, who has been
on the universily slaff for 17 years
in publicity and public relations
work, has accepted the posilion as
directior of publicity at Southern
Iilinois Normal university in Car-
bondale, 1L .

Trying To Knile Us'

She said it would be “impossible
for me to remain without compro-
mising the professional as well as
the educational standards which 1
hold and which this office has al-
ways represented.”
~ Dr. T. 8. Painter, acting president
of the university, said “he didn't
know what she was talking about”
when he was informed of her state-
ment.

However, his first words on being
read Miss Drumond's statement
WEeTe: )

*“She's just trying to knife us in
the back, isn't she?”

D.4-26



D.4-27

Silent on Reorganization i

-Asked o confirm or deny sub-
stantial reports that the universily
publicily office was being reorgan-
ized and that Read Granberry, as-
sistant to the president, was to be
made publicity director, Dr. Painter
zaid that *“he didn't know.”

“I know of no steps taken what-
ever regarding the reorganization
of the publicity bureau,” he said.
“] have no comment o make™

However, Dr. James C. Dolley,
vice president of the university,
sgid that the public relations pro-
gram was to be “revamped,” but
that “no decision has been reached
as to personnel.” .

He also refused fo comment on
Miss Drummond’s stalement, except
to say that “she received such a
fine offer, he' didn't see how she
eould refuse it
No Personal Grievances

Miss Drummond's statement fol-
lows:

“For the obvious reason that 1
do not wish to embarrass in any
way the officers of the institution
to which I am going, it is impossible
for me to state my reasonz forf re-
signing except In the broadest
terms.

“At the outset let me make il
clear that my leaving iz based on
principles, and is not due in any
gense 1o any personal grievance
against the board of regenis nf the
university, for all members of this
and previous boards have treated
me with the utmbst courtesy and
consideralion.

- “It is difficult to come to a de-
pision to leave the university, which
I have alwavs regarded as one of
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the fincst instilutions in the entire

country. I have felt that it had the
opportunity to become one of the
truly great universities of the world,
and even such an excepiionally at-
iractive offer as I have received

A could not draw me away from the
| university if I felt that I could be
|ot further usefulness here.

| Web of Politics

“Yet the University of Texas is
now caught in a web of political
machinaiion from which I do not
believe it can be extricated for
from six io 10 years. Ewven so, I

"l should remain were it not for the
| faet that events are apparenily on
‘|the verge of malerializing which
‘| make it impossible for me 1o re-

main without compromising the pro-
fessional as well as the educational
standards which I hold and which
the office has always represented.”

Mizz Drummend, in speaking of

| ner new post, said that she consid-

ered “the opportunity I shall have
there a distinctly challenging one."
“Sputhern Ilinois Normal -uni-

: | versity is one of the largest of sev-

eral institutions in the teachers

. | college system of 1ilinois,” she said.

Expanding I'rogram )

Southern Illinois has projecied a
£20,000,000 to 525000000 building
program for the postwar era, she
added, and is expanding its educa-
tional program substantially.

“The whole system of educalion
in Illinois—[rom the elementary
schools on through the top higher
educalional institutions—is one of
the sirongest in the country,” Miss
Drummond pointed out.

Miss Drumimond has been work-
ing in the publicily and public re-
lations field st the university since
her graduation from the university
in 1978, first as assistant to the di-
recior of publicity, next as assistant
publicity director, still later as cx-
ecutive assistant and edilor in the
publie relatinns office, and since
September, 1043, as acting direclor
of the public relations office.
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LORENA DRUMMOND
also leaves unlversily

LI B TR

- o a

Austin American-Statesman, August 19, 1945

Lorena Drummond
Visiting Here

. Miss Lorena Drummond, who re-
signed last summer as editor and
acting director of the University
of Texas information service to
take the job of director of public
relations and assistant to the presi-|
dent at Southern Illingis State
Normal college in Carbordale, 111,
is wvisiting in Austin.

- On her return to Illinois she will
be accompanied by her mother,
Mrs, J. Z. Drummond, who will
makg her home with her daughter,

Austin American-Statesman, November 25, 1945

Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield (ca. 1936 — ca. 1963)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield as the renters of this house. Clyde
Littlefield was 46, had been born in Pennsylvania, and was an athletic coach at the University of
Texas. Henrietta Littlefield was 45, had been born in Oklahoma, and had no occupation listed.
They had a son, Clyde Rabb Littlefield, 9, who had been born in Texas.

Clyde Littlefield

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Clyde Littlefield (October 6, 1892 — May 20, 1981) was the head track & field coach at The
University of Texas from 1920 to 1961 as well as its football coach from 1927 to 1933. He became


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_University_of_Texas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_University_of_Texas
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one of the greatest track coaches in NCAA history. In his 41 years at Texas, his teams won 25
Southwest Conference championships.

His football coaching tenure was also quite accomplished: he compiled a 44-18-6 record and won
two Southwest Conference championships.

Littlefield graduated from South Park High School in Beaumont. From 1912 to 1916, he attended
The University of Texas, where he earned twelve letters in football, basketball, and track. After
graduating from Texas, Littlefield served as the head football coach at Greenville High School for
four years. He returned to the University in 1920 as head track coach, freshman football coach,
freshman basketball coach, and physical-training instructor. He served on the United States track &
field coaching staff at the 1952 Helsinki Olympics.

Littlefield founded the Texas Relays in 1925, and is honored as its namesake.

LITTLEFIELD, CLYDE (1892-1981). Clyde Littlefield, athlete and track coach, son of John W.
and Mable Littlefield, was born in Oil City, Pennsylvania, on October 6, 1892, and moved with
his widowed father and his sister, Grace, to Spindletop, Texas, in 1904. He attended ward
school at Sisterville, West Virginia, before going back to Texas, where he graduated from South
Park High School in Beaumont. Then he attended Peacock Military Academy in San Antonio
(1909-11) and Marshall Training School (1912), where he was an outstanding athlete. He
attended the University of Texas (1912-16), where he earned twelve letters in football,
basketball, and track. From 1916 to 1920 he was a successful head coach at Greenville High
School. He returned to UT in 1920 as head track coach, freshman football coach, freshman
basketball coach, and physical-training instructor. He served as track coach for the next forty-
one years, during which his teams won twenty-five Southwest Conference titles and many of his
athletes became NCAA champions, All-Americans, and Olympic contestants. He was cofounder
in 1925 of the Texas Relays. He was on the coaching staff for the United States at the 1952
Olympic Games in Helsinki. Not only was he a track coach, but he served from 1927 to 1933 as
UT's head football coach and won two Southwest Conference championships.

Littlefield married Henrietta Rabb of Lone Oak, Texas, on June 20, 1922. They had one son. In
World War | Littlefield served as an instructor in an officers' training corp. He was a member of
the Helms Foundation Hall of Fame, the Texas Sports Hall of Fame, the Longhorn Hall of
Honor, and the National Track and Field Hall of Fame. In 1963 a graduate fellowship was
named for him. The University of Texas System Board of Regents placed a plaque of honor
recognizing his achievements in Bellmont Hall. He was a president of the NCAA Coaches
Association and a recipient of the Alonzo Stagg Award. He was a Methodist, a thirty-second-
degree Mason, a Ben Hur Shriner, and a member of the Kappa Alpha Order and Sigma Delta
Psi. He was a long-time member of the NCAA track and field rules committee and president of
the NCAA Track Coaches Association. He died on May 20, 1981.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Vertical Files, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin.
Margaret C. Berry
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A Word About Clyde Littlefield

Clyde Littleflald, & product of the Btarting off the 1928 szason
University = of Texas, where ha| with a team of only average abil-
starred ns & member of the Long-| ity, the Texas-mades mentor sup-
hern team severn! yenrs ago, s en-| prised = Southwest  conferance
iering upon his eixth year ns head| orities by winning the coveted
tootball coach at Texas with a rec-| erown.

ord which any coach might well be!  Again In 1830, with better ma- -

proud of, . terinl, Coach Llittlefield proved
. ‘ kis rlght to rank ameng the
Blnce assuming charge as head reateat coashoen of the Southwest

| football egach, Coach Littlefleld ': winnlng hls secend champion-
| has won 33 .games, lost 12 and | Ip within thres years,
tled four, (This does not Include :
. the Oklahema game which has And, it the maforlty of Bouth-
. not boen playad at the time this | west critlcs know thelr football,
i is written.) _ Coach Littletleld -stands a  good
. : chance of grabbing his third con-
In his first year, 1927, Coach Lit.|ference champlonshlp, .
tlefiald's ‘team won salx, loat two| - : : : _
and tled one. In 1325, hs wen While Coach Littleflsid has sn-
pever, loat two and tied none, In| Joyed gireat success ot Texan, his
1929, hs won five, lost two, and| path was not strewn with roses
tlad two., In 1930, he won saven, ¥ ARY means., '
lost one, and tled one. In 1331, he In 1928, the very wear after he
ganined alx victorles te four losszes| had won hlg first champilonship,
and. no tles, - and when his team falled to fune-
- The Bteer mentor has won two| tion as efficiently as it had fune-
gamen and lost one In hisx 1832 tioned the previous year, the
eampalgn at this writing, flokle fans started murmurings of .
. dlscontent., Some of these fair
During his first five years, | weather supperters gquestioned the
Conch Littlefisld won two Seuth- | coach’s system, they said he didn't
weat conference football chem- | have encupgh intricate plays, and
plenships, sven questionsd his ability to

gulde the destinion of the Orangs |he dldn’t have, theas critlcs faded
Jugpernaut, away &8 mist befors the sun. But

But the gqulet and modsst glant |running trus to thelr breed, they
bore up bravely, undar the biting |resumed their hammer activities In
sarcasms, and weathored the |the year of 1831 when with a re-
atorm. putedly etrong team, hampered bLy
a Elling achedule, the Longhorna
falled to click. Thot was the ¥Year

In 1930, when Conch Littlefleld | the Steers wenit to Harvard to re-
showed the doubting Thomases that | ceive one of the worst beatings of
he had everything they had claimed | thelr careers,

Austin American-Statesman, October 16, 1932




Relays Are Littlefield’s ‘Baby”

By WELDON HART
American-Stateaman Sporta Editor

- Unexpected although not unde-
cserved tribute falling to Clyde
Littlefield next Saturday will make
the big fellow honor guest at his
pw table, vou might say-—an extra-
ordinary but delightful twist in
celebration of Littlefield's 25th sea-
son as University of Texas head
track coach, the dedication to him
of the 1Bth Texas relays.

These relavs are the ones Little-
field with L. T. Bellmont, then
athletic director, helped originate
in 1925, nursed along through in-
fancy, saw temporarily suspended
during the depression, revived in
the middle thirties and lifted to a
national prominence formerly re-
served for the Drake, Penn and
Fansas games.

When World War II created an-
other problem, Littleficld and
Athletie Dir, Dana X. Bible decided
to retrench but not retreat—=hence
the wartime relays, which don’t at-
tempt to appeal to nut-of-state com-
petitors or out-of-lown customers
but carry on as a glorified high
school track and field meet with
enough college and service teams
on hand ‘'to recall the day's past
gElories,

The dedication plan was an-
‘noanced by Bible last week. A
committee of Clyde's "old boys”

. Is making the arrangements,




Civde Littlefield already had
coached four University of Texas
track ieams when the relays were

born, In these yecars and the 21
that followed, his Texas teams have |

won 15 Southwest conference cham-
pionships—ane in this, his 25th sea-
son would make 16, or slightly bet-
ter than three out of every five
during the last gquarier century,

Those who respect Littlefield most
are the ones who know him best
—his boys, of this and carlier eras,
who recognized his almost uncanny
knack of conditioning and priming
his men for their biggest tests. Sev-
eral times the Longhorns have won
cennference meets they were dop
ed to lose by a conclusive margin.
Shrewd spotting of his entrants in
the various events and the fact they
. were exactly ready for their best
efforts mainly accountied for those
“upsets.”

Usually, however, the big orange-
and-white ¢lad =quad is the favor-
ite wherever it goes, and with good
reason.  Besides collecting nearly
twice gz many conference titles
under Litilefield as all other teams
put together, Texas tracksters havee
long dominated the Southwestern
Exposition meet at Fort Worth and
the Border Glympics at Laredo and
have carried off their share of
medals at all the big relays and in
the NCAA meet

Littlefield got into a habit of
seeing—and helplng—Texas win
while an undergradoate, in 1912-
*16. In hils four years he won 12
varsily letters and was a member
of eight undefeated feams—foot-
gf'i:,‘h'“ basketball and four

Ll .
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Individually he was one of the
first of the Southwest's great line
of passers and a prodiginus punter,
an all-Southwest baskeiball center
and free-shot ace (in those days one
man could take all hiz team's
throws) and a record-setting hurd-
ler who never lost a high hurdles
race and was beaten only once in
the Jows (by John Jacobs, present
Oklahoma track coach).

He continued to win at Green-
ville high school, his first coaching
position. His team lost one foot-
ball game in three years and cap-
tured the state high school track
title once,

As a matter of fact, Littefield
has had only two coaching jobs in
his life--at Greenville high and the
University of Texas. He came back
to his alma mater in 1920-21, has
been here since and, by all indica-
tions, will be here another gquarter
of a century,

He coached freshman footiball
14 years In all and was head
coach seven years, winning iwo
Southwest tliles (1928, 1930). The
fact that he was shunted ouf of-
his head football role after an
indifferent '33 season didn't dis-
turb hiz status as track coach—
and ito tell the troih, it didn't
disturb Littefield a great deal.
He Is 3 hard man to disturb, His

limitless patience and even lem-
perament are important faclors
in his track coachlng success.

Littlefield had a close call with

pneumonia a few years ago, being|

saved by a then-new sulfa drug
after his obituary had virtually gone
to press, After he started recover-
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ing, Ausiin sports writers heard he
was able to recelve visitors. They
called in a body—found him prop-
ped up in bed with a mess of
papers before him.

“Boys," he said, “I'd like to talk
]lo you a little about the Texas re-
ﬂ,}'!." . .
Although unable fo take an active
part, he directed the relays that
year {rom his bedroom.

The list of Littlefield's oulstand-
ing proteges is long and illustrious.
Even since the war started, he has
had them——on the present team Bob
Umstatid, Southwest conference
mile and half-mile champion whom
he considers potentially the great-
est middle-distance runner he has
ever coached, and during the two
preceding years the Southwest's No.
1 college sprinters, Max Minor and
Ralph Ellsworth. He had Charley
Parker, the unbeaten San Antfonio
high schooler, but Charley got
away—to the army.

Other greats of the recent past
were Mac Umsiaitd, Bob's clder
brother, the conference half-miler
record-holder and anchor man on
Texas' world record-setting sprint
medley team of ‘41, and litle Jer-
ry Thompson, the '43 national
collegiate iwo-mile champion.

- Down the years hig stars includ-
ed Long Jim Reese, the first South-
west trackman to gain national
prominence, and Harvey “Chink”
Wallender, stout-hearted sprinter of
the middle thirties—"the pgreatest
compelitor I ever saw,” Litlleticld
avers. He can't decide which of this
pair, for sactual achievement, was
his qutstanding product.
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The honor roll lists the names of
high-jumpers Rufus Haggard and
Garland Shepherd, broad-jumper
Jud Atchison, pole-vaulier Beefus
Bryan, sprinter Carleton Terry, dis-
cus-heaver Jack Hughes, {wo-miler
Sandi Esquivel (whose conference
record set in 1925 is the oldest on
the books), hurdler Boyce Gate-
wood, who was always mere inches
behind Rice's Fred Wolcott and the
anchor man on Texas’ world record.
setting shuttle hurdles relay team
{Princcion invitation meet, 1940)—
these and many more who distin-
guished themselves in and out of
the conference.

Littlefield was born at Qil City,

Pa., in 1892, but he got most of his
sthooling in this state.
. _For that matter, the Eyes of
Texas have been on Clyde Little-
field so lang that Texans have
forgiven and forgotten that Pean-
sylvania incident.

Austin American-Statesman, Apfil 1, 1945
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' Wallender, Jud Atelilann, and Hee-
[ Jock Mughes, Boyees Gatowood and |

[tered in three sporla—boskeiball,

e wnos the frst grent [ -ward

Matlonal honora  have flnelly
caught up with Clyde Littlefisld,
Univeraily of Texas track conch
who' began his 30th campalgn this
sm'in;.

He's Instruetlng in track In his
woek's cnnching schond,

Long known ns “Mr, Track of
the Southwesl" Littlefleld wos:
elecled president of the Notlonal
Colleglate Track Conches Assocla-
tlon lapt June, appointed o the
Olymplcs and Pan-American comes
mities In the fall, and now has
been iamed lo releree ihe 1050
Drake Relays.

A PATIENT, CALM gentlemon
with a flawless temper, Littletield
fina achileved phenomennl success
slnce returning o Texon in 10621
na hend track conch and freslunan
foniball canch. .

In the ooseing 20 yenrs, he hoa
woit 1T Sotthweal Canference Lrnck
tHles mml finlshed renner-up aloe
Umes. Only twice han his  tewmn
finished lower. His flrst team end-
ed fifth, aml n decade Inter Lhe
Longhorna vame In Uhird.

His cross-couniry teamas won (7
consecutive  1llex  before  *Texus
AEM became the only school to
win n champiomhip, Thal wns lwe
yeara ago. The Aggies repeated
na tithlsta lost fall,

Impressive ne that record may
bir, e Longhirt tiler I8 mofe fe-
nown oulslile his Lhome terellory
Partlculorly & be famous In the
mildwest where he hns  bullt bis
reputation roeugh n Josg llst of
trivmphs at the Drake Relnys nnd
through Dhis succcss ot the climatie
nationnl colleglate meet coch year,
Ne's known  ehlefly  for sprinl-
feres  and  spelnl reluy  Fovue-
somed. So - suecessful  hing  he
been ol the Intter that hia  Texas
tenms  hold  the  ddd-relay  record
gt oll but one of the natlon's blg
relay facels,

Throuwgh jhie years, he has pro-
duced numeraus fine track men.

fus Bryan in the 30° o . . then

Mnc Umsinttd . , . down i Chorley
Parker, Allen Lawler, and  Jerry
Thom peoi,

AX AN ATHLETE hbefore the
First World War, Littleficld wns
na ouistending ns he 1o foday ns
n conche. For four years, he jet-

trock, amid foalbpll, In football,

posaer developed In the Soue  pal,
I teack, ke lost only one race In
four yenrs nnd sel n Soullywest
Among thems, Jlim [tecse, the best
miller in the US fm 1025 , ., Rufus

LITTLEFIELD FINALLY RECEIVING
NATIONAL HONORS IN COACHING
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Conference  hurdle mark  that
eruaolled the accepled world's ree-
orid of thal era,

After severnl yenrs aa freshman
football coach, he moved up 1o
the head mentor's position In 1027,
In seven years, he won two cham-
rirrnnlnm and s erediled with be-

the first ever o use o flve-
man line as a standard defense,

In 102 he underiook fhe forma-
tion of the Texns Heloys, bul the
depiression Intervened, nnd he gove
It up. Dul he plogged swny, and
finnlly In 1035 the reloys caught
on ond today [a the higgest trock
nttraction In the South,

Hnggard in the high jump...Chink

Austin Statesman, August 3, 1950

HELSINKI, Aug. 1 (A=—Clyde
Littlefield, assistant Urnited Sietles
Dlymplc track copch, was deseribed
55 “a very sick man® Friday by
doclors treating him for a stomach
ufeer,

The University of Texas coach
was found near collapse in the
Amerfcan Village Restourant Thugs-
day by two trainers and was laken
to the mililiry nos rﬂul in Helsinki.

Dr. Harry MePhee, the officinl
physiclan of the US Dl:fmplc team,
saitd blood transfusions were given
Litteficld ‘Thursday night and
Jaguin Friday morning. (Other Oly-
mplcs news on Page 130,

A “Bui hie has nol reacted well to
the irensfusions,” the doclor sald.
“We must build him up bofore an

CLYDE LITTLEFIELD .
‘A VERY SICK MAN'

44- I.'|I Gat Ry i"l-'t\

operation would be possible, I‘H;hi
now the bleeding has not - bes
stopped and he 13 a very sick man™

McPhee sofd Litilefield’s u
apparently had been bleeding seva
eral days before he was laken: ta
ithe hospital but the coach had nut
let_anybody know of It

The doctor sajld Littlefield, whﬁ
had been scheduled lo ma.kn lul}
European tour with a group )
American track end fleld men, um!

be required to remain In Helsinkl

for soveral days before he can: bd
moved back to the United Statex

J. Lyman Bingham, exsculive
director of the Unlted States Olys
mpic Committee, sald the best spes
cialist in Helsinkl had been obtains
ed to treat the alling coach. . ;.

ﬁ;i'u

Austin Statesman, August 1, 1952
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Clyde Littlefield Will |
nter Hall of Fame

" DALLAS (AP)=Jocl Hunt, “the
lost All-Amerlean;™  John Kim-
brough, the one they found; Fred
*Woleott, An Immorial of track,
“and ' Clyde -Liltleficld, fabulous
athlete nnd  conch, will be In

. ducted 'into the Texns Sports Hall
of Fame Dee, 31,

These four were voled Intn the

hall by the Texas Sports Wiiters
Association and will reccive pla-
_gques In A ccromany at & lunchean,
Hunt was the foolhall star of
“Texns AEM in the middle twen-
fies who loday Is considered by
" many the preatest player in
. Boutlrwest Conference history, He
Cled the Aggles to nn unbemten
. seasen fn 1927 and wos outstand-
"ing in the East-Wesl game. 1t
was there that they gave him
the tag of *the last Ml-American’
- hecause he came lo public atton-
. tion after the Al-America had
been pleked,

But the exploits of Hunt opened
up the Southwest fn the All-
Amerlen makers and 12 wears

. Jater Jehn Kimbrough, the “Jar
rin* Jawn" of seme of Texns
AEM's grealesl momenls, made
fhe team with case. Kimbrough
won every major awnrd in fool-

. hall, signed the Wggest contract
over olfered In prolessional ool

b\l —537,000—and unlil 1940 play-
ed the game 1o the hil.

| Woleott won undylng fame In
J[trnck n2"nn athlele at Rice trom|
198 to 1940, He conllnued to sell
«| records In his specinlty, the hurd-
lcs, alter that. He relired on New
Year's Day of 142 when he closed
iz glamorous carcer with smnsh-
Ing victories in the Sugar Bowl.
A onc time “Welcoll held five

werld's records and B tie for
anpiher. .-

Litlefteld was first a great all-
around Athiete at the University
of Texas where he won four lel-
1|lt'r! n football, four in bazketball

e na

-

e a
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and four in track. He would have
done the same in bageball had he
participated in that sport, After
{nishing his carcer at Texns, Lit
Uefield hecame coach of track at
the university and in 39 yvears has
produced 24 southwes! conference
champlonshipp  teams, e also
coached football At Texns for
geven years and wan two south-
west conference champlonships.

Hunt, Kimbroagh, Woleoil and
Lidefield will be the twelith,
thirteenth, fourteenth and filieenth
living nthlctic greats to be voted
ino the Texas Sporis Hall ol
Foame, Trls Speaker and Rogers
Homsby ol baschall; Ben Hogan,
Babe Znharins, Byron Nelson nnd
Jimmy Demaret of goll; Sam
Baugh and Davey O'Bricn of faol-
ball; Ceclt Smith of polo; Wilmer
Allison of tennts, and L.R. {Dutch)
Meyer of foothall esiching pre-
viously have been piven nlchos,
Babe Zaharins Inter died.

Deceased athleies and coaches
voted Inlo tie hall hove Joe
Rouft, All-Amerlea football player
of Texas A&EM: Bo  Mehillin,
famed football player of Cenire
and Inler a noted coach; Paul Ty
=on, fabled coach of Waco Iligh
School in the twenties; Jimmiy
Ritts, the greal all-aroond athlele

nf Rice, And Billy Disch, great
hazelall eoach of the University of
Texns,

il mieihodist and coach

D.4-40



D4-41

TEXAS COACH CLYDE LITTLEFIELD
Hall of Fame honor for him,

Austin American-Statesman, November 9, 1958
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He Founded Relays

Littlefield to be Honored

| Clyde  Littlefield. the meet
founder and its divector for 32
years, will be honored during
the 1963 Texas Relays, scheduled
for Memorial Stadium here on
April 3-8, '

The 36th annual Relays will be
dedicated to Littlefield in a spe-,
cial ceremony scheduled for the
night of April 5.

Littlefield, associated — first as
an outstanding athlete, then as
one of the most successful track!
coaches of all time — with The
University of Texas for almost
exactly 30 years, will retire at the




D.4-43

lond of the current school year.

After earning 12 letters in foot-

iball, basketball and track at the
| University, ~ Littlefield  coached
ithe same three sports very suc-
cessfully at Greenville High
School before returning (o the
{University in 1920 as head track
coach, freshman foothall coach,
freshman basketball coach and
physical training instructor.
_ Best known for his great success
tin frack — Texas won 25 South-
west Conference championships
under his coaching — Littlefield
also was a successful head foot-
ball coach at the University for
seven years, serving in that capa-
cily from 1927 through 1933. His
teams won ftwo conference cham-
ipionships and never finished be-
|low fourth place.

Littlefield produced 12 NCAA
champions and three Olympians
during his track-coaching days.
His relay teams have set world
records in the sprint medley, dis-
tance medley, 440, 830 and shuttle
hurdles relays.

He founded the Texas Relays in
1925, and his dedication helped the
meet over some tough hurdles
in the early vears and built it into
what it is now — one of the very

lop such attractions in the United
States.

Littlefield will join two other
Southwestern athletic  veterans
—SMU Track Coach McAdoo Kea-
ton and Dallas Publie Schools Ath-
letic Director P. C. Cobb — in the
Texas Relays limelight. Keaton
and Cobb previously were named
as honorary referees of the 1963
Relays.

Austin American-Statesman, March 3, 1963




Littlefield

Is Given
Tributes

By CHARLEY ESREW
The tables were turmed on
Clyde Littlelield, win can  re-
counl storics of alleletes and

evenls for hours, at a Driskill Tio
el gathering ol hkis Iclends, ae-
quaintances and pupils Thursdny
night. ;

Mapting a TV program style,,
some 450 persons paid {ribute to
the University of Texas meator|
who is reliring because of aj
school age nile. He watched on|
ns they unrecled "This I8 Your:
Lifs = Clyde Liflefield."

It was under the direetion of C.
B. Smith, emceed by Don Leve,
convprised n working crew af over
100 and Incleded n live east of a
couple of dozen persons, But, of
course, the show wna made pos-
sible through the brilllance of Lit-
tlellell and his thousands of ofd
fenmmates, fellow conches and
Langhom foatball and trnck nih-|§
letes hetween 1817 nnd 1963,

At the eonclugion of the hwa-
hour resume of the T0-year-old's
life, Smhih announced the estah.
lishment nf an anrual “Caneh
Clyide Littlefield Fellowehip
Award™ that will ennble A Texas
flelterman o emer  praduate
studles  al the Unbvorsity.

True 1o Ralph Edwards, the
Littlelickl stery was recollected
in pictures on A screen nand
through volees ant of the past —
with some  surprising visitors
flown In from afar. |
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One of the laller persons was
|Clyde Rabb Littleficld, his son,
whao appearcd from Callfarnia,

“Do you remember how you
dreamed up the five.man line for
use agalnst SMU tn 1930 and we
won 237 asked one of the
l| voloes. Tt was Jack Sparks of the
(1930 Longhormn  football
| coached by Littlofield,
“Can you recall the winner of

| Melays?™ anoither questloned. It
‘| was Jerry Thomipson, now o Now
| Yorker who came the preatest
distance. He was the winner in
the rare event Ani Be explaiped:

“I was a freshman in 1952 i
wasn't eligihle 0 compels g
Coacl Littieliel? said, *If I'm ilim
direclor of this meet, 1 can epter
wha [ wanl' So be put In the 3.-
000 and I won. Later en, e
seaked me a medal, e i

"Do you remember all of the
buttermilks we have had In thet
Cadillac Bar during the Bardor|
Olymples®™ asked Colonel Frank|
Anderson, retlied coach of thel
Texas Agpics,

"He was my coach at the i%5
Olymples,” sald Dean Smith, naw |
& stunt man and actor in Hnﬁlya|
wood, “'Alter we ran in Helsinki |
a handlul of us went aff to another!
meet, and when T came back he

tenm ||

Tihe 1000-meler ree in the (08

was in the hospital about to die:
with an ulcer. I {old him that I
wis supposed o go ta Paprle 1o

run bt T wouldn't sines he 'umsl

in bad shape,

“Hz harded me a hundeed onl.
lars, sald buy me some elothes,
and go on —he'd sce me in seiool
next all,™

Al this poinl, Love introduced o
young lady with a Finnish aceent
who sald she had donated hiood
to Littlefield in Helsinkf, thux she
was a “kissing cousin® With a

wink, she appronched him amd for
one of the wmre (Imez durdng (e
I'rogram — according o the rules
he wnsn't allowed to speal — he
fwsued o embara Buawk,
aml almost slipped off the end of
iz ehadr,

Bibh Falk, the basehall comch,
explained thot after reslding in

lield’s gread character and win-
ming wavs, “Some of hls winning]:
wiys (ubibed off on me but T don't
know so much about the chare-
for. .
"I guess miayhe 10 did, at ihat,
becnuse severnl times [ had a boy|,
in mmd was pewly 1o elfer him

same of my mellow tapgee, Then|:

an adjoining oftlee for 20 venrs,
hip lmpw_m'n-uﬁng_ Elf:l:lt LilﬂE

13 T

oy nnrd nol
i

I would remember CJ.:.-ﬂr: wins fest |
sy L7

playing days, Littlefield [l handled seven Texan foatball
12 Texas Intiers in hree | teams, producing SWC champlon-
sparts, was iwlce all-conference inlship 1o 1928 and 1930, and m%
football mnd iwlice the baskethall|irack team until 1962, netilng

Iia 12 a track Hall of
a Coach of the Year and
past Olymple coach, and his Fd-
e Southern, Smith and Jerry
as a coach in Greenville 811 g h{Thompsan ran in the Olymples.

Bchool from 106 through 1819 This weekend's Texns Rrlays,

4 In his
ara

Ieam's learding seover wile alea|dilos.
seiting n warkl's record In the 120-|Famer,
ward high huedles,

He wos peactieally  usbentable

Littlefield,

“We speak of his track and foof-
ball victaries bt 1 think we ahauld
remember all of the thousands of
boys he has influenced,” sald Do
X. Bible, retired conch and athl-
A 8 Ohe, 1 thietic di-

nil Ed , former a .
rector, sald, *Clyde Littlelteld, . T
belleve, Is the most beloved T

An_l_!_fn'm'l 10 unth his retirement I_l_is_gn-mm_Lis_ being _I!Ei.'“ht'lll:d o]

L

minn of Al times.™ -

Austin Statesman, April 5,

1963
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Littlefield
Visited By

GF . d Y,
~rrienas

Seven members, of  lhe
Unlversity of Texas Track and
Field Commlitee visited relired
UT foolball and irack conch
Clyde Littlefleld last weekend in
a Greenville hospltal,

tittlefleld, rounder of the
Texas Teloys In 1025, Is
recovering ol the hospital in his
home city from a _pall hindder
operation. He wnas  listed in
critical condition for a month.

C. B. Smilh Sr. of Austin,
ichnirman of the commitiee, soid
he and the other members
presenled  Littlefled  with  an
official Texas Relays hat,

The members  of  the
commitiee, all former Longhorn
athleies  who  played  wnder
Littlefield, also Included Maj,
Gen,  “Sled™  Wright, C A
Nundell Jr. and I, Merwyn
T|Seay, all of Dallss; ollorneys
5[“Tiny"  Geoch and  Shelby

sharpe, both of Fort Worth; aml

hanker Jelf Austin ol

Frankston.
d| Smith sald UT coach emeritus
gD, X, Bible of Austin sent n
ellelegrum to Littleficld: “Clyde
p|move off the bench, we need
elyou in the game.”

— eea P

s w e oww
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Jhe was siricken, Smith said,

J{1820-1951) plans o leave thel
|hospital  spom, accerding  lo
Smith. i
I
|

|football ond basketball siar ol
{UT during his school days frem|l

Littefield and his wife were|
ut their Greepville farm when

|
|
The former track coach st UTY

Littlefield wos a  track,

1012-1816, Smith soid. He|
coached football at UT for sixl
vears beginning in 1927, winning ||
lhe  Soulhwest  Conferencejl
champlenship once and tying|t
one EEas0n for thejt
|nhnmptnushlp. I

Austin Statesman, April 17, 1972
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Littlefield
Receives
Plaudits

By CHARLEY ESKEW

An oversight of television was
amended by t}u;] mmm&a&m
ances and pupils of Clyde e-
field in the Driskill Hotel Thurs-
day night. .

Since the revered University of
Texas track coach, now retiring, .
hasn't been beckoned to “TV in
California and deserved such a
tribute, some 450 persons saluted
him as the honoree in “This is
Your Life — Clyde Littlefield.”
1t was under the direction of C.
B. Smith, emceed by Dan Love,
comprised a working crew of over
100 and included a live cast of a
couple of dozen persons, But, of
course, the show was made pos-
sible through the brilliance of Lit-
tlefield and his thousands of old
teammates, fellow coaches and -
Longhorn football and track ath-
letes between 1913 and 1963.

At the conclusion of the two-
hour resume of the 70-year-old’s
life, Smith announced the estab-
lishment of an anmal “Coach
Clyde  Liitlefield  Fellowship
Award" that will enable a Texas
letterman’ to  enter gradimte
studies at the University,

True to Ralph Edwards, the
Littlefield . story was recollected
in pictures on & screen- and
through volces out of the past —
with some  surprising visitors
flown in from afar. |

- American-Statesman/UPT
Clyde Littlefield, who has talked to Texas Relays

coaches, athletes and fans so many times befnr_e,
comes to the podium again Thursday night—only this

time he is the honored guest as tribute is paid 150
his long career as an ‘athlete and coach at The Uni-
versity of Texas.

One of the latter persons was
Clyde Rabb Littlefield, his son,
who appeared from California.

“Do you remember how you
dreamed up the five-man lne for
use against SMU in znd we
wan 2377 asked one of the
voices, It was Jack Sparks of the
1930 - Longhorn = football - team
coached by Littlefield.

“Can you recall the winner of
the 3,000-meter race in the 102
Relays? another questioned, It
was Jerry Thompgon, now a New
Yorker who came the greatest
distance. He ‘was the winner in
the rare event and he explained:

"I was a freshman in 1942 and
wasn't eligible to compete but
Coach Littlefield said, 'If I'm the
director of this meet, I can enter
whe T want." So he put in the 3.-
000 and I won, Later on, he
sneaked me a medal, ton."”

“Do you remember all of (he
buttermilks we have had in the
Cadillac Bar during the Border
Olymples?" asked Colonel Frank
Anderson, retired coach of the
Texas Aroies
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"He was my coach at the 1852
Plympics," said Dean Smith, now
a stunt man and actor in Holly-
L we ran in Helsinki
4 handful of us went off to another|
meet, and when I came back he
was in the hospital about to die
with an ulcer. I told him that I
was supposed to go to Paris to
run byt I wouldn't since he was
in bad shape,
“He handed me a hundred dol-
lars, said buy mé some clothes|
!|and go on —he'd see me in school
| next fal,”
At this point, Love introduced &
young lady with a Finnish accent
‘| who said she had donated blood
to Littlefield in Helsinki, thus she
\|was ‘a "kissing cousln.” With a
wink, she approached him and for
||one of the rare times during the

:| he wasn't allowed to speak — he
issued an embarassed squawl,

his chair,

Bibb Falk, the baseball coach,
explained that after residing in
an. adjoi office for 20 years,
he lmew* everything about m]e-

ning ways. “Some of his

because severa] times I had a
in and was ready to offer l;ihg
some of my mellow tongue, Then
:| I would remember Clyde was next
‘(door and net say it.”
In his playing days, Litfletield
|earned 12 Texas lefters in three
sports, was twice all-conference in
;| football and twice the basketball
.| team’s leading scorer while also
+| setting a world’s racord in the 120-
.| yard high hyrdles,
He was practically unbeatable
as a coach in Greenville High
t| School from 1816 through 1819,
And from 1920 until his retirement
he handled seven Texas football
’| teams, producing SWC champion-
ship in 1928 and 1930, and every

titles,

Thempsen ran in the Olympies.

This weekend's Texas Relays,
his creation, is being dedicated to
Littlefield.

““We speak of his track and [oot-
ball victories but I think we should
remember all of the thousands of
boys he has influenced,” said D,
X. Bible, retired coach and ath-
letic director.

And Ed Olle, former athletic di-
rector, said, “Clyde’ Littlefield, 1
believe, is the most beloved T
man of all times.”

*| Pregram — according to the rules| .

k,
and almost slipped off the ¢nd of

tield's great character and win- !

ways rubbed off on me but I dan’t -
kt:W so much about the charac-|;
T.

“1 guess maybe it did, at that, |

track team until 1962, netting 25/,
He is a track Hall of|
Famer, a Coach of the Year and |
past Olympic coach, and his Ed.|:
die Southern, Smith and Jerry |
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" A great”athlete, a’ great coach
. w-that’s Clyde Littlefield, Univer-

'+ A wveteran of 53 years of coach-

T R T -

L
" United States Olympic team.

amazing record that would offer a

. Universify that have won the
: championghip  eighteen times and
* have fidished lower than second
. saly {wice. His first team finished

- %ornseame in-third.

of the nation’s best.”
" spring. lost only one race during

-+ __teams - hold the record at all but

W

| :.‘I'H.ﬁ DAILY TEXAN, Friday, Worch 27, 1953 Page §
Olympic Coaching
Tops Littlefield’

. By RUSS TINSLEY

sity track eoach,

g track, his' earcer reached a
x lask suinmer. whén he was
ed assistant coach of the

" coaching  days,
ttlefield has compiled an

oich

challenge to” any coach.
The patient, calm gentleman has
molded track téams here at the

&fth, and a decade later jhe Long-

- His crosscountry team won
deventeen consecutive titles before
the Texas Agpies finally managed
to. dethrone them,

* However, the most notable crews
to rise into the national spotlight
under his guidance have been his
famed relay units, which have
consistently raced homeward ahead

CLYDE LITTLEFIELD
one of the mation’s big ecinder
meets,

Byt Clyde Littlefield hasn't ex-
celled ohly in the eoaching pro-
fession. During his playing days
at the University, Littlefield was
a three-sport performer, winning
the amazing total of twcive letters
in track, football, and basketball.

He even pitched in a couple of
baseball gemes but didn’t accumu-

His erack 440-yard team of last

ihe season, and his previous 440

 and the record
re hig atiel
= ing Sehool. In 1

“High School
S
i

Berth

s Career

4 the hgskgthlu team in

scoring for  three years and was
#n_all-conference fostball player.

However, track wag the sport that
filled his tmphy case,.
He was never defeated in the

high hur;il,]_e event, and lost only
i tha lows. -

He-equaléd the
Fentrd i the -low hurdles,
wash't broken until

' years aigo, .
Littlefield was bon in Ofl City,
Penn:; l:;iidk thie dgn of fAifteen he

th ‘his parents to Texas,

Marshall train-

2 he entered the

 University with a brilliant high
 scthool “tecord, having  practically
- Te-written ‘the record- b

After graduation, the con-
genial man served at Greenville
athletic director.
In. three, y his football team
ost but_one game, and one year
€ was unscored upon.

He returned to the University
in 1920 as head track coach and
mentor of the freshiman football
and basketball teams, From 1927
to 1933 he also sefved ai head
football * coach, ‘and during that
period his team won two South-
west Conferenice championships,

In the winter of. 1934, Little-
field resigned-as football coach and
has since devoted his'time to his
premier interest=-traek.

late enough time to- letter.

m_
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Ehe Austin Statesnan

LITTLEFIELD'S DAY-~Mrs. John Con-
nally gives Clyde Littlefield something
else to smile about as she plants a kiss
on his cheek after her husband, the
governor of Texas, proclaims Thursday
as Clyde Littlefield Day in Texas. The

. American-gtalesman /Bill Thompson
1963 Relays Friday and Saturday will
be dedicated to Littlefield, track coach
at The University of Texas for 42 years
and director of the Relays for 32 years.
Mrs. Connally (Idanell
Queen of the 1937 Relays.

Brill) was_ .|
5

D.4-50

ATeIqY dqng unsny x I9ua)) A10)STH unsny



D.4-51

VISIT 1SLANDS—Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Littlefield
will return to their home at 3702 Edgemont Dr.
this week after a three-week visit In Hawaii.
They were the guests of iheir son, Clyde, and
daughter-in-law. Alice. The Littlefields are pic-
wured as they left Honolwln  Harbor Jan. 10
aboard the Matson Lines S5 Lurlige on a five,
day cruise 1o the mainland. ?h.'éji'“‘ NS ¥
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Litilefield embodied track

as athlete, longtime coach

By RANDY RIGGS )
American-Statesman Staff

To the current generation of teen-agers and
northerners who have migrated to Austin, the
name Clyde Littiefleld might mean little more
than the man to whom the 400-meter relay annual-
ly is dedicated at the Texas Relays. If even that,

They might not know that Clyde Littlefield Is
the Texas Relays, creating it in 1925, And they
might not know that Littlefield, who died May 20,
1981, at age 88, was the driving force behind the
Universlty of Texas track and field program for 41
years as head coach. In those 41 years — from
1921 through-1961 — Littlefield’s teams won 25
Southwest Conference championships and fin-
ished second 14 other times, ;

One person who is very well aware of Little-
field's legacy, however, is Jack Patterson, the re-
tired athletic director at Baylor University who
now laughingly describes himself as, “the biggest
loafer in Waco.” Before becoming AD at Baylor in
1871, Patterson followed in Littlefield's footsteps
as the UT track coach, Patterson didn't immedi-
ately replace Littlefield — when the legendary
coach stepped down, the job went to his assistant,
Froggle Lovvern, for two years — but when Pat-
terson arrived in 1964, Littlefield still cast a giant

.shadow over the Longhorn track program.

“IT DIDN'T REALLY bother me, coming so
soon after a legend like coach Littlefield,” Patter-
son recalled. “That's one of the advantages of
youth: you seldom realize what you're getting
yourself into.

“I've always counted Littlefield as one of the old
masters of the sport,” added Patterson, who guid-
ed the Horns to three SWC titles in his seven years.
“He's always had a special place in my memory.
He was a peculiar type of motivator. His greatest
asset — and a lot of people don’t realize this —
was his love of young people and his ability to mo-
tivate them, Some people are motivators through
force or coercion, but he was a one-on-one type of
motivator. He always seemed to bring out big
things in-people at the big meets.

“Those of us who knew him and what he accom-
plished at Texas appreciated him so very much,
perhaps more than he ever knew.”

MORE THAN A coach, Littlefiald also left a
legacy as a UT athlete. He enrolled in UT in 1912,
Before his career was over, he had won 12 varsity
letters — four each in football, basketball and
track. That feat never has been matched. As a
football halfback, he was all-state three times, He
was named to the Helms Foundation’s All-Amer-
lca basketball team for the 1915 season. And in
track, he lost only one hurdles.race in four years,

Littlefield is a giant reason for Texas' domi-
nance in track and field. First fielding a team In
1895, the Longhorns have won 38 SWC outdoor

— -

Clyde Littlefleld Is
best remembered
as a coach, byt he
. earned 12 varsity
letters in 3 sports .
at UT, an
 unmatched record.

championships since the league was founded.f in-
1915, far more than second-place Texas A&M's 15,

Under current coach Cleburne Price, who §ie-

- ceeded Patterson in 19871, the Longhorns have

won seven SWC outdoor crowns, includlnjg" a
school record-tying six in a row from 1872:thrdugh
1977.'UT's last outdoor title came In 1979, and the
current four-year drought ties the longest period
the Horns have gone without a championship,
equaling dry spells from 1928-31 and 1962-65.°

IN THE CONFERENCE indoor champion-
ships, which began in 1974, UT won the first t¥o
team titles but hasn't returned to the winmer’s
stand since 1975. )

At the 1983 NCAA outdoor championships at the
University of Houston, the Longhorns had their
first national titlist since Dana LeDuc won theshiot
put in 1976. Einar Vilhjalmsson, a sophomiorfe
from Iceland, captured the javelin competition
with a throw of 283-1. In the preliminaries, Vilh-
jalmsson got off a throw of 295-2, which smashéd
his own UT, Southwest Conference and Icelandic
national record of 279-3. It also broke the NCA
meet record and neared the colleglate record of
300-0 set in 1970 by Arizona State’s Mark Miirro.

Vilhjalmsson is the latest in a long line of high-
caliber athletes who have competed for the Hosns, -
In modern times, perhaps no UT performer has
captured the imagination of the public like Johnay
“Lam"” Jones, the sprinter from Lampasas: w.

buf for a malfunctioning timer might be the world —

record holder in the 100-meter dash, "t

AT THE 50TH running of the Texas Relays in
1977, Jones got a great start and won easiiy' A
$3,000 electronic timer falled to record thexgrpe's
finish, however, so Jones' time could not be sib-
mitted for the world mark. Three manually timed
walches caught Jones in 9,85, 9.94 and 8.80, s0 the
unofficial middle time of 9,85 was awarded-to the
ipeedster. now a wide receiver for the New York

ets. "

Another UT standout has been Oskar Jakobs-

son, a shot put, discus and javelin thrower who wWas
three-time All-America for the Horns from 1679
through 1983. The Icelander owns the school re-

cord in the shot (67-714) and tied for the school ~

mark in the discus (205-1),
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" Miss Mildred Alice Movey,
dgughter of Mr, and Mrs, David
Hiram Hovey of Baton Rouge,
Lay, was married Saturday aft-
ernoon {0 Clyde Rabb Little-
field, son of Coach and Mrs.
Clide Littlefield of Austin,

Dr. John W. Melton officiated
at_the ceremony in the First
PrcstLman Church of Baton
nge, a church reception fol-
ldwed,

The bride is a graduate of
L5U and is a member of Phi
Mu and the American Society of
Landscape Architects. Mr. Lit-
tickield, a graduate of Austin
High, teceived bachelors and
mgster's degrees from the Uni-
vepsity of Texas where he was
a‘member of Kappa Alpha and
Phi Sigma Alpha. He also be-
longed to the Bachelors of Aus-
tiff.

“Following the wedding, the
neylyweds left for San Fraiicis-
co:* From there they will fly to
Honelulu, Hawail, where they
will make their horne

The bride, given in marriage

MRS. CLYDE RABB LITTLEF]ELD
The former Mildred Alice Hovey

Hove yaf sittlefield

T eve

I, Jatk
emlrrmde'r'ed lace medallion
appliqued on the center- pan
A bow with pearls and er
pendant marked the high w
line, A half circlet of
pearls with a crysial pen
at the center held the bride'
nine-foot cathedral weil, a |
lily heirloom, The illusion v
|was accented by a wile bo =
of alencon lace that was
gathered to the headpiece. --
carried a bouquet of cream
bridal roses centered with a yel-
low4throated white phalaenopsis
orchid. Attached was a cas- |
cade of stephanotis, salin
streamers and strands of pearls‘
used by the bride's sister in i
her wedding. j
1
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Her sister, Mrs. Elmore F.
Bonin Jr,, was matron of hon-
or; and Mrs, David Hiram
Hovey Jr. was bridesmaid.
They wore long bell-sleeved .
gowns, Mrs. Bonin's in avo- !
cado and beige and Mrs, Ho\r
ey's in yellow.

The groom's father was hest|
man; and David Hiram Hovey

by her father, wore a gown of
antique ivory pean de soie fea-
turing an A-line skm with pearl-

Jr. and Dr. Ehnore F. Bonin
Jr. were groomsmen and ur.h-
ers.



By CLYDE LITTLEFIELD, 19(2-'16

Track Coach —1920-'63
Freshman Basketball Coach — 1920-'27
Freshman Football Coach —

1020-'27 —°33-'43
Head Football Coach — 1827-°33
Director, Texas Relays— 1925-'57

MANY CHANGES HAVE TAKEN PLACE AT
The University of Texas since this
country boy registered in 1912. The
student body numbered only 2,116,
We had only the Forty Acres with a
few old buildings. Many streets lead-
ing to the campus were unpaved and
very muddy when it rained.

Our stadium and playing fields were
small. Many of our basketball games
were played outdoors. The University
had very little money to put into its
athletic programs, and the athletes at
times furnished part or all of their
playing equipment.

1 was a poor boy. I waited on tables
and delivered papers early in the morn-
ing the first two years and was man-
ager of the Kappa Alpha Fraternity
house the last two years to make my
expenses. The athletic department had
no jobs or scholarships then.

My freshman year was not a bed
of roses. The senior athletes told me:
“You can't make our teams. You are
too young, and we have he-men to
compete against you.” In spite of this,
I lettered as a freshman in football,
basketball and track. During my four
years I made four letters each in those
three sports and pitched two games of
baseball for Uncle Billy Disch, pitch-
ing and batting 1.000. But I had to
quit baseball because it took too much
of the little time I had to work.

I will always remember with appre-
ciation the help and advice I received
from men on the faculty and athletic
staff, such as: Dr. Henderson, Dr.
Mather, Dr. Griffith, Dr. Law, Dr.
Penick and Dr, Ettlinger, Mr. Theo
Bellmont, and Judges Walker and
Bobbitt — also Dr. Joe Gilbert, Sr.,
our team physician and later our fam-
ily doctor who helped save my life in
1939.

In 1916 I was offered a job at

June, 1963

 REMIVISCENCES 1912-1963

Greenville High School as teacher,
athletic director and coach for three
sparts. I accepted.

The success of our Greenville teams
brought me college offers from D. X.
Bible at Texas A&M and Dan Rogers
at T.CU, Finally a job opened up
at The University of Texas. I was
invited to coach the varsity track team,
coach freshman football and basket-
ball, and teach five physical training
classes. The salary was $600 a year
under that which I had bzen offered
elsewhere. But I took the job.

That was the beginning of a 43-year
record as track coach. During those
years I was also head football coach
for seven vyears, freshman football
coach for 17, and freshman basketball
coach for seven. 1 organized the Texas
Relays and directed them for 32 years.

‘We had no athletic scholarships to
offer the boys, but they trained and
participated because they liked to
compete.

Our experiences in the “big time”
of college track started in 1922 in a
dual meet with a great University of
Illinois team and a trip to the Kansas
Relays — our first out-of-state trip—
where our team made a good showing.
In 1925 we moved from old Clark
Field to one of the best tracks in the
country in brand-new Memorial Sta-
divm.

I was selected as head football coach
in 1927 and served for seven years,
winning two conference champion-
ships. T had outstanding assistance
from Bill James, C. J. (Shorty) Alder-
son and Marty Karow,

I will never forget my experiences
with Dr. H. Y. Benedict, who was
president of the University at that
time. One day he invited me to his
office for a conference, That year we
weren't doing so well in football,

“Clyde,” he said, “there are two
jobs in the University that will kill a
man — president and head football
coach.” He told me to do my best and
stop worrying about trying to please
everybody.

Incidentally, I didn’t intend to be a
coach in the first place. I came to the
University to study geology. But by
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the time I left the University, 1 was
convinced that competitive athletics
had an educational value and should
be in the programs of our public
schools, colleges and universities.

Because of the prestige of the Uni-
versity and the success of our track
program here, 1 was selected to take
three U. S. track teams abroad. I am
now a member of the U. S, Track and
Field Olympic Committee. Meanwhile
T will close out my career by serving
as referee of the 1963 NCAA meet. I
have been elected to many Hall of
Fame lists and was one of the Olympic
coaches in 1952 — all of these honors
because of the opportunities I have
had at The University of Texas.

Al the base of any coach's success
are his boys. They are the ones who
make a coach, More and more the
ability to recruit the best material is
a determining factor in college ath-
letics today, However, it takes more
than mere physical ability for a boy
to make good in college athletics —
he must also be a well-rounded boy
who can survive in the modern accel-
erated pace of study.

Many of my boys are high up in
their professions. The vast majority of
them have made good and are a credit
to their communities. This is what
impresses me more about my life as a
coach than all the records and honors.

It is not easy to leave the University
to which I have devoted 47 years of
my life as player and coach. I am most
grateful for having the 1963 Texas
Relays dedicated to me, and also for
the memorable banguet which my old
boys gave in my honor at that time.

I feel especially blessed that I have
seen the University grow into one of
the best institutions in the country and
to have been a part of that develop-
ment. The University has meant much
to me and my family. My son gradu-
ated with bachelor and master's
degrees and my wife has developed
many lasting friendships. She has great
pride in her associations and in her
civic work. About all I can think of
to say in closing is: It has been a good
life and a great experience. Thanks a
million for everything.

33
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CLYDE LITTLEFIELD

OACH Clyde Littlefeld celebrated his fourth
‘ year as Football Mentor of the Orange and

White, by bringing another Championship to the

Steer corral. At the beginning of tEe season, Texas
was the “if”” team of the conference. The material
was plentiful, yet inexperienced. Littlefield had
only ten lettermen left over from the 1929 season,
and with these men forming a nucleus, he developed
one of the strongest teams the Southwest has ever
seen. He is a great developer of players and has
the knack of getting the best from the team at all
times. Bill James, line coach, and Marty Karow,
backfield coach, gave Littlefield some able assistance.
The trio forms one of the most efficient coaching
staffs in the conference.

CONFERENCE STANDING

P W L Pect.
Texas 5 4 1 . 800
Baylor 5 34 134 .700
T.C. U. 6 4 2 .667
S. M. U. 5 2} 2} .500
Arkansas 4 2 2 .500
Rice 6 2 4 .333
A &M 5 0 5 .000
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New Fate in Hall of Fame

J—

Clyde Linlefield, coach of world
track champions and holder of more UT
varsity letters than any athlete in the
history of the Forty Acres, has taken a
place in the Texas Sports Hall of Fame.

The 66-yeat-old University coach was
honored by the Texas Sportwriters As-
sociation and the Salesmanship Club of
Dallas at the Hall of Fame Luncheon
December 31 at the Statler Hilton Horel
in Dallas.

He was the third University sports
great to win the honor. The late Uncle
Billy Disch, long-time baseball coach,
and Wilmer Allison, present tennis
coach and 1935 national singles cham-
pion, along with such athletes as Jimmie

22

Demaret, Tris Speaker, Rogers Horns-
by, Sammy Baugh, Ben Hogan and Babe
Didrikson Zaharias was formerly in-
ducted into the Hall of Fame.

Besides Lirefield, John Kimbrough,
two-time all-American Texas A&M
fullback; Joel Hunt, former A&M half-
back great, and Fred Wolcott, former
world record holder in the hurdles from
Rice, were honored with the presenta-
tion of plaques at the luncheon on the
day before the Cotton Bowl game,

“The award meant much to me,” Lit-
tlefield laconically summarized. "It's a
Texas award and I'm a Texas man.”

There was no sport he ever artempted
in which he did not excel.

Born in Eldred, Penn,, he moved to
Texas in 1904. At Peacock Military
Academy and Marshall Training School
he played all major sports. His senior
year he made the all-state football team
and set new state records in both high
and low hurdles.

Wasting no time as a freshman ar
The University in 1912, he earned let-
ters in basketball, football and track. By
the time he was graduated he had
earned four “T” monograms in each of
three sports.

At halfback on the Longhorn football
team he was placed on the all-Southwest
Conference team in 1915,

The Alcalde
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1915 by the Hel
ever ran 09 an unde-
is careef he was

in the hurdles- in
world's secord in
ioh hurdles at 15.2 seconds.

Although he never had time for base-
ball, he did pitch T0 winning BAMEs
in which he also batted: 1.000.
Last fall be started his chirty-ninth
yeat 25 coach at The University-’ rom
1927 through 1933 he was head football
nning tWo Southwest

nown.
orn thinclads have won
Conference

rwenty-three gouthwest
s, and his bovs presenty
nold eight conference secords. Twelve

jonal collegiate cham-

sociation
1953. Howeveh A
little any importance

honors.
“The records and hopors &€ fin
he

the life of a coach,”

thing that impresses him the MOst of

are the friends and the achievements

hundreds and hundreds of boys

hed have made”

Healso looks forward t© adding more
i record books ‘T

Austin Hi
1sto
ry Center % Austin Publ
ic Librar
Y
z
=1
i
g

¢he American field and rack team

January 1959
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hittledidd ;f;’ﬂ yle
A Coach For
The Olympics

HE NAME of Texas’ Clyde Little-

field has stood high for a long
time in the national circles of track
and field coaches and in the athletic
work in general. Recently more
honor has been heaped upon this
modest man by his selection as one
of the three assistant coaches of the
United States Olympic track team.
Littlefield will assist Olympie Coach
Brutus Hamilton of the Eniversity
of Califognia, along with Larry Sny-
der of Ohio State and Charles Wer-
ner of Penn State. It will be their
job to train the American cinder
squad for the international competi-
tion to be held in Helsinki, Finland,
in July.

When Clyde Littlefield attended
the University of Texas from 1912
to 1916, he was considered one of
the finest all-round athletes who ever
entered varsity competition. He gar-
nered a total of twelve letters in three
major sports, football, basketball,
and track, and gained a reputation
of being able to throw a football
sixty yards consistently.

After leaving the University, Little-
field coached in several high schools
in Texas but returned to his alma
mater in a few years first as fresh-
man football and basketball coach,
later was varsity track coach, then
head football coach plus track coach
for seven years from 1927 to 1933,
and since that date has been serving
with distinction - as head track and
cross-country coach. In 30 years of
directing Texas track teams, Little-
field has led his charges to 18 Con-
ference crowns, and only twice dur-
ing that period did his teams finish
lower than second.

During his term as head football
coach from 27 to °33, he turned oul
many successful teams. The 1928
Cactus was dedicated to him with the
following inscription: “To a man of
Texas, to an old Longhorn whose
pounding footballs not long ago

sounded the notes of defeat to the
rivals of Texas, to a coach who by
his personal example of cleanliness
and sportsmanship has sought and
achieved the end of proving the flash
of the Orange and White a signal
for a fight against any odds . . .”

Born in Oil City, Texas, before the
turn of the century, Littlefield grad-
vated from Marshall Training High
School before entering the University.
A quiet, unassuming.man, he has the
ability of instilling in his men a will
to win, and they usually do. He is
respected by his associates and looked
up to by his track men. He considers
his selection as one of the -Olympic
coaches as the climax to his coach-
ing carcer. He has had other honors
bestowed on him, but this is per-
haps the most significant. In the
past he has served as president of
the National Track Coaches Associa-
tion, been a member of the Olympic
Committee, served on the National
Collegiate Track and Field Commit-
tee for fifteen years, been president
of the South Texas AAU, and last
summer took fourteen track men
from all over the nation (under the
auspices of the National AAU) to
eleven track meets in England, Scot-
land, Ireland, Norway, Sweden, and
Iceland.

He is looking forward to the Olym-
pics this summer and hoping the U. S.
can produce the winners. With his
steady hand and superb know-how
on the training destinies of the Olym-
pics prospects, the U, S, s‘hould come
out on top. f)jcfte arch 195

Clyde Litilefield, 134
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CLYDE LITTLEFIELD — will referee the
1950 Drake Relays.

Clyde Littlefield

NATIONAL honors have finally caught up

with Clyde Littlefield, University of Texas
track coach who began his thirtieth campaign
this spring.

Long known as “Mr. Track of the Southwest,”
Littlefield was elected President of the National
Collegiate Track Coaches Association last June,
appointed to the Olympics and Pan-American
Games committee in the fall, and now has been
named to referee the 1950 Drake Relays.

A patient, calm gentleman with a flawless
temper, Littlefield has achieved phenomenal
success since returning to Texas in 1921 as head
track coach and freshman football coach.

In the ensuing twenty-nine years, he has won
seventeen Southwest Conference track titles and
finished runner-up nine times. Only twice has his
team finished lower. His first team ended fifth,
and a decade later the Longhorns eame in third.

His cross-country teams won' seventeen con-
secutive’ titles before Texas A&M became the
only other school to win a championship.: That
was two years ago. The Aggies repeated as
titlists last fall. .

Impressive as that record may be, the Long-
horn tutor is more renowned outside his home
territory. Particularly is he famous in the Mid-
west where he has built his reputation through
a long list of triumphs at the Drake Relays and
through his success at the climactic national
collegiate meet each year.

‘He's known chiefly for sprinters and sprint
relay foursomes. So successful has he been at
the latter that his Texas teams hold the 440-relay
record at all but one of the nation’s big relay
meets. )

Through the years, he has produced numerous
fine track men. Among them, Jim Reese, the
best miler in the U, S. in 1925 . . . Rufus Hag-
gard in the high jump . . . Chink Wallender,
Jud Atchison, and Beefus Bryan in the ’30°s . .
then Jack Hughes, Boyce Gatewood and Mac
Umstattd . . . down to Charley Parker, Allen
Lawler, and Jerry Thompson.

As an athlete before the first World War,

Littlefield was as outstanding as he is today as

RS )
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a coach. For four years, he lettered in three
sports—hasketball, track, and football. In foot-
ball, he was the first great forward passer de-
velaped in the Southwest. In track, he lost only
one race in four years and set a Southwest Con-
ference hurdle mark that equaled the accepted
world’s record of that era.

After several years as freshman football coach,
he moved up to the head mentor's position in
1927. In seven years, he won two championships
and is credited with being the first ever to use
a five-man line as a standard defense.

In 1925 he undertook the formation of the
Texas Relays, but the depression intervened,
and he gave it up. But he plugged away, and
finally in 1935 the Relays caught on and today
is the biggest track attraction in the South.

Today, Littlefield stands on the threshold of
his eighteenth conference championship. For
three straight years, the title has evaded him by
the slightest margin. Now with a fine group of
returning lettermen and the best crop of sopho-
mores in many years, he rates.a good chance to
wrest the crown from arch-rival Texas A&M.

The team this spring will be built around
Charley Parker and Perry Samuels, two of the
nation’s best sprinters for the past three years;
Bob Walters, who turned in the highest jump
in the world last year; Javelin Tosser Ray Marek,
Half-Miler Lowell Hawkinson and Distance Men
Bobby Whisenant and Dick Brooks.

Sophomores will be looked to for the balance
of power, with Sprinters Punk Rogers and Car!
Mayes, Distance-Man Tom Rogers, Hurdler
Ralph Person, Weight Man Bill- Milburn and
Jumper Ray Womack leading the cast.

You will get a look at them when you come
to the Relays and Round-Up on March 31.
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Littlefield
walks the
halls of fame

Clyde Littlefield was leading scorer in
football and basketball as a student before
making his name as UT track and field
coach.

“I feel especially blessed that I
have seen The University grow
into one of the best institutions in
the country and to have been a
part of that development. The
University has meant much to me
and my family. . . . It has been a
good life and a great experience.”

—Clyde Littlefield

During his 47-year association
with UT, Clyde Littlefield won
just about every award there was
to win. Now he has received what
he considered the ultimate honor:
induction into the National Track
and Field Hall of Fame.

He was notified about the honor
just one month before he died on
May 20, at the age of 88.

“That's as high as you can go,”
Littlefield said when he heard
about the honor.

Littlefield enrolled in UT in
1912, when there were only forty
acres, a few buildings and slightly
more than 2,000 students. The
University had little money for
athletic programs and no money at
all for sports scholarships. Ath-
letes even furnished all or part of
their playing equipment. Rather
poor himself, Littlefield waited ta-
bles and delivered papers early in

the morning to pay for his educa-
tion.

He studied geology, with no in-
tention of becoming a coach, but
he loved sports and never found
one he wasn’t good at. [n high
school, he was a hurdles champion
and football star, and at UT, con-
trary to senior athletes’ advice, he
competed in football, basketball
and track. His freshman year, he
lettered in all three sports, an
honor he repeated all four years.

After graduation, Littlefield took
a job at Greenville High School as
teacher, athletic director and
coach for three sports. His suc-
cesses there brought him college
offers from across the state, in-
cluding one from UT to coach the
varsity track team and freshman
football and basketball teams, and
teach physical trdining classes. Al-
though the salary was $600 a year
less than what he’d been offered
elsewhere, he accepted the job and
began his 43-year Longhorn coach-
ing career,

Under his leadership, the track
teams won 25 SWC champion-
ships. He became varsity football
coach in 1927 and in a seven-year
period his teams won two SWC
championships. He is credited
with being the first person to use
a five-man line as a standard de-
fense.

Another innovation was to
have the football team stand rever-
ently on the sideline as the “Star-
Spangled Banner” and “The Eyes
of Texas” were played—something
which had never been done before
but which has been done ever
since.

He also is responsible for first
outfitting a UT football team in
burnt orange. This occurred in
1928 when he got a Chicago knit-
ting mills owner to come up with
an orange that wouldn’t fade to the
point where rivals could logically
call UT players “yellowbellies.”

In 1925, Littlefield organized the
Texas Relays in the newly-erected
Memorial Stadium. But the De-
pression intervened and he gave it
up until 1935, after which he di-
rected them for 32 years. Not sur-
prisingly, he became known as
“Mr. Track of the Southwest.”

But it was not Littlefield’s inno-

vations or impressive win-loss rec-

ord that made him special; it was
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his attitude. He felt an athletic
program should complement, not
interfere with, a player's studies
and that a well-rounded education
was more important than a shelf
full of trophies. But he also felt the
playing field was one of the best
classrooms on campus. All of his
“students” went away knowing
more about teamwork, good sports-
manship, self control, determina-
tion, will power, persistence and
courage.

The National Track and Field
Hall Of Fame installation cere-
mony will be held August 14, in
Charleston, West Virginia though
Clyde Littlefield, one of UT's
greatest athletes, won't be there.

ATeaqry agng unsny x Jayua)) A10)SIH] unsny



D4-61

Littlefield To Tutor Army Stars 2

%Ml;ﬂd. retied as UT track coach in 1961 but
Sl active on the Olympic and national committee level,
is going aclive as a coach again for the Fort Sam Houston
1rack team and will commute to San Antonio *three or four
times a week if I see I can do any good.”

Ralph Alspaugh, who helped Littlefield go out with an SWC
lile in '61, is stationed there and may function @s his
assistant coach but is going to do some running himself.
He'll defend his 60-yard dash title at the Fort Worth indoor
meet Feb. 10 in spite of a relirement announcement last
year.

Standouts on the ¥ort Sam squad are Olympians Tom
Farrell and Mel Pender, who finished fifth and sixth in the
300 =nd Wo-meter events in the '64 games, Others include
Rob Tobler ('64 NCAA 400-meter co-champ from Brigham
Young), Gene Johnson (California high jumper with a 7-2
best) and Clifton Maylield (26-7 broad jumper from Central
Ohio State].

Incidentally, Littlefield, who hasn't ever missed a Border
Olympics, Kansas Relays or Texas Relays, also isn’t planning
on missing the *68 Olympics at Mexico City “even if I have
10 go in a wheel-chair.” . . .

Terry Southall's entry into pro ball will only pull Baylor
even with Rice in the production of active pro guarterbacks.
Rice has Frank Ryan with Cleveland, King Hill with
Philadelphia and Randy Kerbow with Edmonton in the

Littlefi

LITTLEFIELD—UT HURDLE GREAT (1913-16)°

Canadian Lesgue. Baylor exes Buddy Humphrey and Don N et !
Trull are with the Housion Oilers. . . . A fourth ex Baylor lete who has worn the Or-  ex with  at i é
quarterback, Bobby Ply, is a defensive back for Kansas City. ange and White during the  and he shared them with his - 4

Houston writer Charles Carder claims Texas A&M hasn't past decade, one of the most  boys. ‘
One of the most famous = ¥

relired Randy Matson’s No, 42 in basketball: “They're just

waiting for another basketball player who wears size 50 to |
N i

show up.'” ... -

776

Feotball is generally’ thought of as being vastly different
from what it was 30 and 40 years ago but Clyde Littlefield,
who coached football at the University of Texas during the
1927-33 years inclusive and track up until 1961, claims it's
basically the same old game.

Littlefickd walked in en a practice of the Longhorns last
week and was soon accosted by a student manager, who
asked to see his pass. He
didn't have one but was soon
issued: one and naturally was
welcome as a summer rain.

“I used to have secret prac-
tices too and there were very
few I let in,” Littlefield said
and told of angering a few
people by his striet policy.

“In those days it was more
valuable if someone watched
you practice than if they saw
your games. Now with movies
they can study, they ecan pick
up little details in games that
you couldn't hope to catch by
scouting,” Littlefield said,

“We used to call this the

Football Basicully Sa‘mg,,f._gs ‘fo}nrs ﬁo

field said of the UT practice
field that later gained the
name of Freshman Field, per-
haps because of Littlefield’s
secrecy.

*“You couldn’t have a secret
_ practice here then, We worked
u:]x;;ume at Clz};k Field (the baseball diamond) but the only
ple you could really hold secret practi
stadium,” he said. Feactos was e
b “The whylc wurl(l!'s changing and football has changed too
UL the main thing is that they have a little more finesse now.
Thz §ar1.e three fundamentals still are the important ones.
They're speed, blocking and tackling. 1f you don’t have those
you don't have a 1eam,” he said. '

"I you have blocking, you've sot an I

: o,y offense. 1f you hi

speed and tackling, you have a dcir:nse." y e

CLYDE LITTLEFIELD
Secretive too.

Old Cavanaugh Tract,” Little- !

To any track and field ath-

lasting memories he has of
his competitive years at Tex-
as is former Coach Clyde
Littlefield’s weekly locker
room speeches.

Few men have had a bet-

. ter. understanding or a clos-

er relation with boys than
Littlefield. An All-American
football player, basketball
star, and former world rec-
ord holder for the 120-yard
high hurdles, Littlefield.
knows what goes on in the
mind of a young athlete who
is readying himself for com-
petition or suffering from a
heart-breaking ' defeat.
During -his 40-year reign
as head track and field
coach, it was Littlefield's
custom to call the entire
team in for A short after-
workout meeting each week.
In these  meetings the

grand old man of track would "

discuss the upcoming meet

and point out flaws in form

" of ‘the- sprinters, ‘high jump-
ers, and stress the. impott

ance of a good baton pass-ta
his relay combes. Bug,-Lits

tlefield is a man with many

of - Littlefield's often-told an-
ecdoles is a story about a
drastie situation at the Con-
ference meet when the Long-
horns needed to win the mile
relay to retain their title.

“One of my quartermilers
had hurt himself in one of
his earlier races and L didn't
know whom I eould.possibly
find fo run his leg on the
relay,” relates Littlefield.

But being- a men of quick
but cerefully made decisions, *
Littlefield hurried to the high -
jump pit and informed his
high jumper that he would
be running on the mile. re-
lay. :

“He had mnever run a 440
in his life,” says the now
graying Littlefield, “But he
ran a 48 something and we
set s new conference record
in: the' mile rélay that day.”

This 18 but one of many,
many success stories in- the
career of former Texas ath-
léte-conch Clyde Littlefield.
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Clyde Lft%eﬁeld, founder of the Texas . American-Statesman/UPL
Relays an is year's ‘honoree, found pupils everywhere, among them two
some moments of delight Friday al- of his most famous sprinters, Dean
though the rain put a gloomy blanket Smith, center, and Harvey (Chink)
on the track carnival. He found old Wallender. 2 i /

. il
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Now 'HeEU, T. |
Football Coach,
Clyde Littlefield Made 12|

Letters in Schbql.

S
In 1912 a young blacksmith's ap-
prentice entered the University of

Texas. hard as the nails he had been
driving. If four years on the Long-
ticrn aibletic teams he hammered
hiz way o fame and glory and 12

5

{eiotball team teday.
ias a Texas athlete equals
Ted 1% cord of Clyde Littlefield,
i aee —Akmen . track
the United States that
idered his equal. ‘With his
. motto as “Be Fair, but
ve your opponents any-
it seamsg that his coaching
successes will be extended to the
greatest intercollegiate game. *
All-Southwestern  football half,
all-Souvihwestern basket ball center
and two hurdle records that stood
until the epring of 1923 are just a
few of the marks that Littlefield
set in achletics.  He played in the
days when freshmen were eligible
a manth after they . entered school
l had four years of eligibility,

A&M, VICTORY HIS DREAM- -
In these days Texas and A.&M.

were .on fighting terms only, ath: |

letie- relations having  been. broken
off in 1913, The two - ieams ‘mel’
again in 1915, Littlefield’'s last sea-

rags to win:a 13 to 0 game, . -

ty lotters, He is coaching the |

son, and thetAggisg cut Texas to.|:

It has been’ one of Littlerisld's ]

ambitions fo -avenge “that defeat
with the cleat J
it was adminjsered.
and cinders he' b
the Aggies down,

coach he has enky,
a 28 to T de oy

Litilefield —madé
basket ball and tra;
yeayr for four years,
i of his

i nie game, - T 191 W
seored upon:  His track team
state’ interschelastic meet, LV
In 1920, Littlefield came to the
university as head track coach and
freshman foothall and basket ball
coach. His first two years in track
weres tough ones; but from 1823 o
1927 he
Southwest conference -champion
every year. Rice beat his 1928 team,
but they had a pleasant afterncen
doing it.

Meanwhile his football teams lost

produced the undefeated |

o 1 1 s

line. .
1 1827 Littleffeld was raised to
'-“la_;ﬂ-luotbaﬂ ‘coach;  Hig tedm beat
14 16 7, Baylor 13 16 1
AEM. 28 to 7 and to MU
ttletield Kas produced t
tional champions. Jim Reese waa
the Tirst.. He ran the mile in pa-
tional - intercolleglata time in - the
mieet at-Chicago. - Rufus Haggard,

. 1ost- to
1t't0 0.

who jumped to 'a nalional inter~ |
collegiate record in the "high . jump |

Wwas. another. The medley - relay
team of: the Longhdrns broke the
world's record In that event twice.
RESPONSIELE FOR RELAYS
So.much good publicity was at-
tracted bv tha athletas +hat ¥issia.

men et ey 1EVEy

bilt 18 f0..6, Kansas -Aggies-
92, Hi

hree nas |
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~Shie was a graduate of the College of
Industrial Arts in Denton and had
lived in Austin since 1820.

= _ =

She was preceded in deaih by her
’hnahnnr‘i ﬁvdn Ti iﬁiaﬂnid whn was o
ion ;z:e ck and ﬂelé coach and
Head szbaii Coach at the University

of Texas.

Survivors include a son, Clyde Rabb
Littlefield, Austin; nephew, Rabb Har-
rison, Lubbock: and several cousins.

Services, 2:00 PM, Friday, Weed-

Corley Funersl Home, with Reverend
Charies Merrill officiating. Burial,

snm:-n Mamnrial Derk
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aﬁms by Weed-Coriey Fu-
o Sy &

Obituary of Henrietta Rabb Littlefield
Austin American-Statesman, December 25, 1986
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